Beavers in Tents (BiT) 2026
Risk Assessment – prepared by T Burgess 20/5/26
Note – each Colony is responsible for basic first aid for their Beavers and should come suitably prepared to handle normal day to day incidents.  The event team will have additional first aid cover if support is needed.
	Hazard
	Risk
	Who’s at risk
	Mitigation

	General Site

	Ditches and River
	Flooding (site is in the flood plain of the River Ouse), Drowning
	All on site
	Weather forecast to be reviewed along with EA flood warnings – event to be cancelled if warnings in place.  River is fenced and there are lifebuoys available.  YP to be told ditch and riverbanks are out of bound in areas where accessible

	Trees, falling branches
	Injury to people, damage to property
	All on site
	Site has reviewed trees for unsafe items.  Any changes, such as cracking or excessive movement, should be reported to the event team.

	No site wide lighting
	People getting lost, falling leading to injury and distress
	All on site
	Glow sticks used to mark main pathways at night.  YP and adults to bring torches for use after dark.  Main bridge lit with candle lanterns

	Fences and other items
	YP playing on them getting injured
	YP
	YP to be supervised and prevented from climbing or swinging on parts of the site not designed for that type of activity.

	Woodpile
	YP getting injured from splinters, nails etc.
Adults getting hurt chopping wood
	YP
Adults preparing wood for activities
	Woodpile to be out of bounds to YP (unless closely supervised)
All adults on the woodpile should have strong shoes or boots and should follow the correct safe procedures when using axes and saws.

	Wildlife – such as bees/wasps
	People getting stung – possible allergic reactions
	All on site
	If an insect nest is discovered, then this should be reported to the event team who will arrange for the area to be cordoned off and if necessary alternative access routes will be provided.  If people are stung, then either treat using Colony first aid or seek advice from the event team

	General Fire – smoking or other flammable activities
	People getting burnt – damage to property
	All on site
	Smoking is not permitted on site other than in the designated area which will be out of sight of YP.  No naked flames (stoves etc) should be brought to the site by colonies. Event staff to be briefed on site emergency procedures.  Electrical items within the building to kept away from liquids, and unplugged when not in use.

	Kitchen and Hall with hot liquids and sharp knives etc
	YP getting burnt or cut, leaders getting burnt or cut, containers getting broken
	YP
Leaders
	Hot drinks are available to leaders in the hall.  YP are not allowed in the hall to allow leaders to make drinks.  No uncovered or breakable drink containers to be taken out of the hall to prevent risk of spilling hot liquids.  YP to enter building for toilets from the back to keep them separate from the kitchen and adult toilet facilities.

	Uneven surfaces, paths, roots etc
	Trips and falls leading to injury
	All on site
	All to be reminded to walk on paths, particularly when wet and to avoid using unofficial routes between areas.

	Weather
	Conditions make it unsafe to continue such as extreme wind, rain or excessive heat
	All on site
	Weather forecasts to be monitored before the event and an initial decision made 24 hours before the event if conditions look extreme and would make the vent unsafe to hold.  It is important to acknowledge that the age range is 6 to 8 year olds who will not be used to cold and wet conditions, and it is not the intention to put them at risk.  If conditions come on during the event, then the event team should consider (in discussion with the Colon y leaders) if the event can continue safely or if the event should be abandoned.  Colony leaders should have a plan for contacting parents in the event of cancellation.  If needed, then the building can be used for shelter if tentage is not withstanding any event, but if this happens it is likely that the event will be abandoned as the building cannot safely accommodate the whole camp for long periods.

	Taps
	Slips due to wet conditions
	All on site
	Please ensure that taps are turned off fully after use, and that YP are supervised when filling water containers.

	Mixing Adults and YP
	Safeguarding risks
	YP
	Individual Groups are responsible for completing their own NAN and submitting them to their GLV for approval using the Camp Leader as the permit holder. In line with TSA policy all adults on site must have an in-date DBS check. All leaders are advised to follow the yellow card procedures when dealing with safeguarding issues.

	Arrivals

	Limited parking on site
	Impacts of people with cars, leading to injury
	All inc parents
	There is no parking on site for leaders or parents.  Leaders can drop off kit at the site but must move vehicles back to the car park as soon as unloaded and before making their way to their camp site.  Parents must park in the car park on the right and walk down the lane

	Narrow access road
	Impacts of people on foot with vehicles leading to injury
	All inc parents
	No parents’ vehicles to enter the lane to the site and no leader vehicles to move to the site during arrivals.  People should be aware that other traffic may use the lane

	Heavy equipment
	Injury from moving kit, tents etc
	Adults and YP
	People not to try and lift more than they feel capable to lift.  Trolleys are available to assist in moving kit – please return as soon as finished with.

	Lots of people in small area
	Safeguarding risk to YP with lots of unknown people around.
	YP
	Parents to be advised to ensure that they find their leader on arrival and the leader to check off attendance.  Parents should not leave YP until they have handed them to leaders 

	Bad Weather during arrival.
	YP and kit getting wet before anywhere dry to store
	YP
	In the event of bad weather on arrival facilities will be provided to place personal kit in the dry until tents are ready for YP to occupy them.  All attendees should come prepared for both wet and hot weather.

	Tent pitching
	Poles with spikes, pegs etc causing injury if incorrectly used
	All pitching tents
	Tents should be pitched under adult supervision to ensure safety within the group

	Infectious diseases
	Transmission between people causing people to be unwell
	All on site
	Anyone with CoVID or similar symptoms advised not to attend. Event is held outside. Minimise number of adults in kitchen area, encourage handwashing.

	Overnight

	Facilities in building away from camp areas with poor lighting and hazards across site
	YP getting lost and falling into ditch/nettles etc
	YP
	Glow stick lighting and jam jar candles used to provide some site lighting.  Event takes place close to longest day, so night hours are short.  Building lights left on at night.  YP to be encouraged to use torches if going alone to the toilet in the night (ideally, they should go in pairs, but this is difficult to always achieve)

	Child running away
	Lost child – distress, safeguarding risk, impacts of possible interaction with people or traffic off site
	YP
	The site gates will be kept closed at all times during the day and will be monitored.  The gates will be locked at night.  A leader from each Colony will be informed of the procedure for unlocking the gate if this is needed after the event staff have gone to bed.  Colony leaders should undertake regular head counts to ensure they know they have all their YP.

	Collection

	Lots of people
	Risk of YP being lost/safeguarding
	YP
	Leaders must ensure that YP are handed back to the parent or person designated to pick them up at the end of the camp.  YP should not be allowed to wander off.

	Parking
	Impacts between pedestrians and cars
	All inc parents
	All parents must park in the car park at the top of the lane and walk to the site.

	Narrow lane
	Impacts between cars and pedestrians – note regatta takes place on Saturday and may overlap with collections on Saturday
	All inc parents
	No parents’ vehicles to enter the lane to the site and no leader vehicles to move to the site during arrivals.  People should be aware that other traffic may use the lane.  In particular care should be taken on Saturday as a rowing regatta also use the track to access their site.

	Food (central)

	Poor Hygiene
	Food poisoning
	All on site
	All handling food or eating food should wash their hands before eating or cooking.  Those handling raw food should not handle cooked food without hand washing in between.

	Allergies/intolerances
	Leading to reactions, medical incidents
	All on site
	Information on allergies should be communicated to the event team before the event so that allowances can be made.  Leaders should know who these YP are and should assist in ensuring that they do not have any foods which have been identified as unsuitable.  The event team will have ingredient lists to hand for any food stuffs not supplied in labelled packaging.  If outside treatment for any reaction is needed, then this should be escalated to the event team.

	Sharps (knives)
	Leading to cuts
	Adults
	Any knives or scissors used during food preparation will only be handled by adults and should be kept out of the reach of YP at all times.

	Stove, Kettles and Urn
	Potential of burns and scalds
	Adults and YP
	Only adults can enter the hall where the kettles and urns are provided for adults to make hot drinks.  The kitchen is out of bounds to all unless invited by the event catering team.

	Activities

	Hot Dogs

	Fires
	Burns, smoke inhalation
	All on activity
	Water buckets close to campfire area/ BBQ's . Fires constantly supervised.  Min 1 leader at each firepit at all times.  Loose clothing to be removed or tucked away

	Poor Hygiene
	Food Poisoning
	All on activity
	All handling food or eating food should wash their hands before eating or cooking.  Those handling raw food should not handle cooked food without hand washing in between.

	Undercooked food
	Food Poisoning
	All on activity
	All food will be checked for temperature before allowing YP to eat – for pork sausages the temperature should be > 75deg C

	Allergies/intolerances
	Leading to reactions, medical incidents
	All on activity
	Information on allergies should be communicated to the event team before the event so that allowances can be made.  Leaders should know who these YP are and should assist in ensuring that they do not have any foods which have been identified as unsuitable.  The event team will have ingredient lists to hand for any food stuffs not supplied in labelled packaging.

	Knives
	Cuts
	All on activity
	Any knives or scissors used during food preparation will only be handled by adults and should be kept out of the reach of YP at all times.

	Jam Jar Lights

	Glass jars
	Breakage leading to cuts
	All on activity
	Leaders to collect on arrival at site from YP and bring jars to the activity, rather than the risk of YP dropping across the site. In the event at a glass jar is dropped the YP will be asked to move away while an adult is able to clear up any fragments of glass.

	Tea lights
	Burns from flame and hot glass
	All on activity
	Only adults will light the candles once they have been hung in place.  YP should be advised not to touch the jars or place hands over the top of the jars.  Leaders should supervise the bridge when lots of YP are crossing.  Jars will be available to collect at the end of the event from the top of the site.

	Campfire

	Fire
	Burns, smoke
	All on activity
	The evening campfire will be run in accordance with the Scouts Campfire Safety Policy https://www.scouts.org.uk/volunteers/staying-safe-and-safeguarding/safety/safe-camping-residentials-and-outdoor-skills/campfire-safety/. No accelerants will be used to start the campfire.  If wind conditions change then the seating arrangements may need to be amended

	Backwoods Cooking and Fire lighting

	Fire
	Burns, smoke inhalation
	All on activity
	Water buckets close to campfire area/ BBQ's . Fires constantly supervised. Loose clothing to be removed or tucked away

	Matches/Fire starters
	Burns
	All on activity
	The YP will be supervised closely when using fire starters and risks will be dealt with accordingly to the advice of the leaders running the base.

	Poor Hygiene
	Food Poisoning
	All on activity
	All handling food or eating food should wash their hands before eating or cooking

	Woodpile – preparing wood to burn
	Cuts, other injuries 
	All on activity
	Woodpile to be out of bounds to YP (unless closely supervised)
All adults on the woodpile should have strong shoes or boots and should follow the correct safe procedures when using axes and saws.

	Catapults

	Catapults -firing items
	Injury from impacts – in particular eyes
	All on activity
	The YP will be asked not to point their catapult at anyone else at any time whether when it is ready to fire or not.

	General Games/Team Challenge/Parachute Games/Orienteering

	Active games with YP running around
	Collisions resulting in injuries
	YP
	All games to be supervised by both event teams and Colony leaders.  Rules should be explained before any activity starts and method for stopping activity explained to all in case this is needed.  Activities should always take place in sight of leaders.
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