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County Diary 

General County Dates  

Date Meeting  
2011  

10th October Deadline for Top Awards nominations 

10th November Core Team Meeting, St Ives 

14th November District Commissioner’s Meeting 

19th & 20th November Top Awards, Holiday Inn, Peterborough 

2012  

5th January Core Team Meeting 

23rd January County Executive 

5th February DCs Meeting 

1st  March Core Team Meeting 

19th March County Executive 

26th June County Annual General Meeting 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE NOTICEBOARD         
Please send copy for the February 2012  issue of the CAMBRIDGESHIRE NOTICEBOARD 

by Sunday 18th December 2011 to Giles Philbey. Email: padlport@btinternet.com 

For further information see the County website: 
www.cambridgeshirescouts.org.uk 

Sectional Events  
Date Event  

7th to 12th November Peterborough Gang Show 

19th November CUSAGC Marathon Challenge, Explorer Scouts 

12th & 13th May Mepal Activity Weekend 

4th June Jubilee Beacons (County wide, to be confirmed) 

16th June White Water Canoeing, Cardington 

3rd & 7th July Olympic Torch Relay, Peterborough & Cambridge 

14th and 15th July County Beaver Activity Days, Mepal Outdoor Centre 

28th to 30th September County Scout Camp (details to follow) 
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Issue 112 October 2011 

Sun Shines on CamJam 
 
What a summer it has been!  Not only did our contingent to the World 
Jamboree have a fantastic time and life changing experiences but also 
CamJam was an enormous success. The largest Scouting event in 
Cambridgeshire for a very long time and a truly international camp. Over 
70 activities kept everybody busy and an organisation second to none 
made sure everything ran like clockwork. As our flagship event we wel-
comed many local supporters to demonstrate what Scouting has to of-
fer. We also received positive feedback from HQ guests including UK 
Chief Commissioner, Wayne Bulpitt.  
 
As well as these there were many section events, camps, and expedi-
tions during the school holiday. The reports I have received show young 
people thoroughly enjoying themselves and having a great time. I must 
thank you, all the adult leaders who did that bit extra for the young peo-
ple of Cambridgeshire over the summer, it makes a huge difference. 
 
Thank you, for all you do in Scouting and remember what Winston 
Churchill once said “we make a living by what we get, but we make a 
life by what we give.”  
 
I am looking forward to the start of another very exciting year in Cam-
bridgeshire and I am sure I will see many of you in the coming months. 
 
 
Richard Hames 
County Commissioner 
 

Cub Challenge Day, October 2011 
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Cambridgeshire Scout is Young Person of the Year  
 
Cromwell Scout, 
John Morris has 
been crowned  
Redstone Cam-
bridgeshire Young 
Person of the Year 
(YOPEY).  
 
Community leaders 
and friends and 
family of nominees 
came together at a 
glitzy YOPEY 
Awards Ceremony 
at Ely Cathedral, when 18 year old John Morris from Gateway Scout 
Group, St Ives was crowned the winner.  
 
John grew up not knowing his father and was often left to care for him-
self and his five young siblings,. His mother had trouble with the law and 
his younger sister died from sudden death syndrome.  
 
Since joining the Gateway Scout Group at the age of 14, he has turned 
his life around and gone on to become a popular Scout Leader. He also 
achieved the A-Level results he wanted and will now study politics at 
Keele University. 
 
In 2009 John was in a small group working 14 hour days on Project 
Bush School in Gambia, building much-needed teachers’ accommoda-
tion with the help of African scouts.  And it was a real building. The 
group even made the bricks they used and then laid them in stifling heat 
while dodging scorpions, snakes and monkeys. 
 
In December this year John will return to Gambia and is busy once 
again raising the £1,500 needed to make the trip.  This time he will lead 
the group of six young people from the St Ives and Ramsey area.   
 
For winning he received £800 of which £400 will go towards the Gambia 
trip and £400 to spend on himself. 
 
Speaking at the ceremony, Tony Gearing, founder of YOPEY said “The 
image of young people today is unfair. There are many reasons to be 
excited about our countries future”. 
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County Diary 
 
For further information about Adult Training see the County website:   
www.cambridgeshirescouts.org.uk 

Training Dates  

Date Modules  Location  
Tuesday  
18thOctober, 
7.30pm 

Module 11: Administration (Section 
Leaders) Fenland 

Saturday 
22nd October Module 10: First Aid / First Response Newmarket 

Sunday 
23rd October Module 10: First Aid / First Response Nene 

Wednesday  
2nd November, 
7.30pm 

Module 14: Young People Today Fenland 

Saturday 
5th November Module 25: Assessing Learning Cambridge 

 

Saturday 
19th November Safeguarding Nene 

Sunday  
20th November, 
9.30am 

Modules 12: Providing a Balanced 
Programme, 13: Growing the Move-
ment & 36: Special Needs 

Fenland 

Saturday 
10th December Safeguarding Cromwell 

Sunday 
11th December Module 10: First Aid / First Response Cromwell 

For course bookings email: courses@cambridgeshirescouts.org.uk 

More images of CamJam 2011 
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CamJam 2011 – One World   
From all around the world they came, the leaders and their scouts,  
By foot, by car, by coach, by train and some from very distant lands, 
who joined the fun by plane,  
All out to show the doubting world that the true spirit of scouting still 
burns as strong as any flame.  
 
From all around the world they came, the leaders and their scouts,  
The volunteers who gave their time for free, meaning some would surely 
class them as insane,  
Giving up their annual leave for other people’s children to camp with 
many others in sunshine, wind and rain!  
 
From all around the world they came, the leaders and their scouts,  
To enjoy a week of jamboree with friends yet to meet, a vibrant testi-
mony to scouting’s peace campaign  
A way to show the world at large that underneath these skins of ours all 
scouts, of every age, are really all the same.  
 
From all around the world they came, the leaders and their scouts,  
A week in which new skills were learned, with many friendships made, 
and we even got to see “our” Wayne  
Who came to see the fun we had, from making fires to skateboarding 
and from fishing to high ropes on a frame!  
  
From all around the world they came, the leaders and their scouts,  
Young and old together side by side, as one generation secures the link 
to the next in our enduring scouting chain.  
So now there is surely only one thing left for everyone there to ask - 
when oh when can we do it all again?  
 
Louise Clover 
Group Scout Leader, 1st Fenstanton & Hilton 

County Assistant District Commissioners meeting 
Recently the Assistant County Commissioners and Assistant District 
Commissioners met to plan activities and discuss how they offer support 
to Groups and leaders. Do not forget the County is here to support the 
Districts who in turn support the Groups. Please make sure you engage 
with your Assistant District Commissioner so you know what is happen-
ing and that the young people in your charge are getting the most out of 
Scouting. 
 

Richard Hames 
County Commissioner 
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Beaver Section roundup 
 
Beavers around the County have been busy since the last edition of 
Noticeboard. This is what has been happening.   
 
Gilwell Beaver Funday 
Several Districts attended the Beaver and Cub Funday at Gilwell in 
June. Richard Martin, ADC Beavers, Crafts Hill reports that “After many 
years absence, Crafts Hill took two coaches of Beavers and Cubs down 
to Gilwell. It was an early start, leaving Histon at 7.45am on Fathers 
Day. It was a fun packed day, with many activities on offer from zip 
wires to water slides and funfairs to sumo wrestling. The time soon 
came for the Beavers and Cubs to return home, some of them didn’t 
make it to the M25 before they were asleep, exhausted after the day’s 
exertions.” 
 
Fenland Beavers sleep over 
Sue Locke reports that 43 Fenland Beaver Scouts from Fenland took 
part in a District sleepover in July from Friday evening to Saturday 
lunchtime. “They started the evening off working towards Emergency 
Aid Stage 1, there were bandages galore and the Beavers thought it 
was great fun. It was also a reminder to them about who to call, what to 
do and what they need to know when they dial 999.   
 
On Saturday we finished up with a party to celebrate 25 years of Beaver 
Scouting.  Adults and young people alike had a great time and we are 
all looking forward to the next one. Thanks to all the leaders who took 
the time to come and help make the event the success it was.” 
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Beaver Section roundup (continued) 
 
Ely Group Camp 
Nina Gray of 2nd Ely Beavers reports ‘We decided that we would use the 
new opportunity of allowing Beavers to camp overnight and go on a 
Group camp at the end of July. As this was a new adventure we invited 
the older Beavers to camp over night with the remainder of the Colony 
invited to attend for the whole day and we mean the whole day!  
 
The Beavers arrived at 8-30am for breakfast; the day was spent enjoy-
ing the activities such as climbing, crate stacking and camp activities, 
including the evening campfire and songs. Many of the parents that had 
come to pick up their children found themselves joining in as the Bea-
vers that were not camping did not want to leave! 
 
Those who camped over night in the tent definitely slept well as they 
were exhausted from the day’s activities. The morning was spent taking 
part in a Scout’s Own and then time exploring the woods. By the time 
their parents arrived to pick them up at lunchtime we could safely say a 
good time had been had by all, even us leaders!’ 
 
Finally 
I hope these reports encourage more Districts and Beaver Colonies to 
take the opportunities offered to them to enable their young people to 
enjoy new experiences and the benefits that only Scouting can offer. 
 
Diane Philbey 
Assistant County Commissioner (Beaver Scouts) 
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All in all a fantastic week………. 
 
A camp of this size takes a few years to plan and a small core team has 
been working on this since 2008.  Teams begin to develop and people 
are recruited to help in all sorts of ways. The camp needs to be adver-
tised, booking systems need to be developed,  staff need to be fed, the 
camp needs to be secure, activities need to be arranged, tents need to 
be erected, toilets emptied, showers plumbed in, bands booked, first aid 
people recruited, risk assessments written, insurance sorted, items or-
dered, invoices paid, ………….. I could go on and on.. 
 
In all there were more than 500 members of staff supporting CamJam 
(all volunteers) and I would like to say a big thank you to every one for 
making CamJam 2011 a huge success and enjoyed by so many people. 
 
 
Phil Garrett 
Chairman, CamJam Organising Team 

Go-Karting  
(Scouting Magazine picture)  

 

Stiff & Stilted  
(Scouting Magazine picture)  

 

Scouting magazine spent a day on site writing stori es and taking pictures 
so look out for Cambridgeshire in future editions. 



16  

 

CamJam 2011 
Cambridgeshire International Jamboree 
 
Over 1800 young people and 600 leaders from countries including 
France, Germany, Uganda, Norway, Ghana and all four corners of the 
UK enjoyed a fantastic experience at Camjam during the first week of 
August. 
 
More than 70 activities were on offer from early in the morning until late 
in the evening when live bands or our very own CamJam Radio DJs 
drew in the crowds.  An opportunity to relax and make new friends in the 
Café, Internet Café, International marquee or enjoy the inter sub camp 
events.  The weeks activities also included a day trip to the likes of Dux-
ford Imperial War Museum or Woburn Safari Park to name two of the 
five attractions on offer. 
 
150 Cambridgeshire Cubs descended on the Racecourse for the 
Wednesday and enjoyed many activities and the atmosphere of lots of 
young people having lots of fun. Thursday and Fridays were our Guest 
Days and we were joined by local civic dignitaries, business people and 
Scouting friends to enable them to see what happens at CamJam and 
help Cambridgeshire Scouting forge better links with local organisations. 

Amy Woods from Peterborough 
performs on the Main Stage 

High Ropes, one of the many 
popular on-site activities 
(Scouting Magazine picture)  
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World Jamboree Memories 
 
Well, what can I say about the Jamboree other 
than it has been one of the most amazing ex-
periences of my life!  When I first found out 
that I was going to Sweden, I did not know 
anyone else and now having been on this fan-
tastic trip I have truly made lifelong friends 
both within our unit and from our time abroad. 
For me, just having a chance to meet so many 
fantastic people from all over the world has been the highlight. 
  
Prior to Sweden, the UK contingent organised a pre-Jam event in Co-
penhagen. We went rib boating, tried new sports like parkour, went to 
the Tivoli Gardens theme park and toured Copenhagen. The finale was 
massive party, with loads of fantastic live music including Alphabeat.  
 
We then went on to the event we had been waiting for; the 22nd World 
Scout Jamboree. The ceremonies were fantastic; I will never forget the 
sheer number of people from across the globe at the opening ceremony 
with one massive thing in common, Scouting! And then at the closing 
ceremony the breathtaking fireworks, some of my friends were even 
crying, that is how much the Jamboree has meant to us.  
 
The atmosphere was buzzing, there was so much to do, from going to 
the beach to chill or trying new and exciting food from a country you 
have never visited. We had a go at all sorts, from assault course to 
meditation. I really can’t tell you how much fun we had trying new activi-
ties and getting a flavour of as many cultures as possible.   
 
Then as if this was not enough, we jetted off to Portugal to stay with  
local Scouts and to get a flavour of how they do ‘Scouting’. We 
crammed a lot into a few days from swimming to trying port. As guests 
of the city, we met the mayor and took part in a parade. They were great 
hosts and we can’t wait for next year when they come to England.  
 
Scouting really has given me the best summer ever and I love it. Week 
after week we have done some fabulous activities at my local Explorer 
Unit, and being part of the Jamboree unit has made me a much more 
confident person generally. Scouting really is the best thing around, and 
I would highly recommend it to any young person looking for fun and 
adventure. I can assure you that there is very little knot tying involved!  
 
As a wise King of Sweden said to us “if it isn’t fun, it isn’t Scouting!”  
 
Lucy Slatter, aged 17 
Highfields Caldecote, Cambridge 
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Aylwin Racher Reporting 
 
The Jamboree was a wonderful 
experience and the whole proc-
ess from 2009 when the unit was 
set up, made the Jamboree itself 
much more enjoyable. The ex-
perience was amazing; one I will 
not forget. A unique and invalu-
able insight into Scouting and 
culture around the world. 
 
The high point of my Jamboree was when, after three days of almost 
nonstop rain, at about 4pm the sun peeked out from behind a cloud and 
its rays shone down upon the site. The site stopped, stood still, and 
clapped and cheered for about two minutes straight. It was a truly magi-
cal moment. Ghanaians and Norwegians alike cheered, and it just 
shows the good spirit of 40,000 Scouts, all getting along, all happy! 
 
My greatest challenge was finding sleep. There was so much to do and 
always an excuse to stay up; I ended up sleeping between some tents 
during the day to catch up, whenever I could. The Jamboree has greatly 
changed my view of Scouting and Guiding. It has shown me what I be-

lieve Scouting to be about, the 
one spirit shown by us all, of 
goodwill and to have a great time! 
It doesn’t really matter what you 
are doing but whom you are do-
ing it with. The skills we learn in 
Scouting vary across the world 
but the spirit is the same, and that 
is what matters. 
 
I plan to go as a unit leader and 

International Service Team at some point, and perhaps Contingent 
Management Team. I will definitely go to another Jamboree. It’s a truly 
magical experience!  
 
I will continue to Scout locally, as a Young Leader. I plan to be part of 
the new Cambridge Gang Show. Also our Jamboree Unit has formed an 
Explorer Unit and we will continue to meet. Two people I met at the 
Jamboree and I were thinking about a trip to Norway, so who knows?  
 
Aylwin Racher, aged 14 
Cambridge 
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County Websites update 
 
The past few months have been really busy for the 
team, supporting and updating the content for the 
CamJam2011 web presences.  With the massive 
amount of activities and events going on during 
CamJam we were never short of content for the web 
or the camp newspaper (“The Winning Post”).  
 
The Winning Post was available to download from 
9.30 each morning, along with 2,700 printed copies distributed to the 
four CamJam sub-camps every day during CamJam. Across the week, 
some 6,500 copies of The Winning Post were downloaded.  
 
Also during CamJam week there were more than 8,500 unique visitors 
to the camjam2011.org.uk site with visitors from France, Netherlands, 
Ireland, Germany, Sweden, India, New Zealand, Ghana, Russia, Nor-
way, Austria, Brazil and Japan to name a few.  
 
Facebook was used heavily during the pre-promote lead up to CamJam 
and for the event itself.  There were more that 2,300 posts to Facebook 
during the event and 540 daily active users. Around a quarter of the 
youth attendees used Facebook to either comment on the event or look 
at some of the content uploaded by the CamJam Publicity team.  It 
proved to be a communications medium week worth using.  
 
With CamJam2011 now over, the County web team is moving on to get 
topawards.org.uk ready for this years presentation ceremonies at the 
end of November. Photographs taken at Top Awards will be available to 
download from the secure area of the site.  Parents and Carers will 
need to register on the site to get access to these photos and informa-
tion will be available over the Presentation weekend.  
 
If Districts and Groups are interested in using Facebook, the internet or 
Twitter to promote Scouting events then I am happy to help in setting up 
and securing these social media options.  Also the County Safeguarding 
Team is available for advice on using CEOP (Child Exploitation & On-
line Protection) to help protect our youth members.  
 
 
Richard Carpenter  
County Advisor (Websites)  
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Activity Training update 
 
Water safety . The HQ Activities 
Team are hosting RLSS Water 
Safety Management Programme 
Courses in our region over the 
coming months. These courses 
are great fun and informative and 
help those who wish to supervise 
swimming in open water environ-
ments. For more information about the course go to www.scouts.org.uk/
wsmp you can view forthcoming dates and venues by selecting the link 
on the right hand side of the screen. 
 
Traditional rafting . Two Traditional Rafting assessors have been re-
cruited to the County Activities Team and we will run a training and per-
mit assessment event soon. Details will follow by email and on the 
County website. 
 
High ropes . Hopefully you are aware of the "high ropes" update, which 
also covers everyone's favourite activity of crate stacking. We can ar-
range suitable training, consolidation and assessment for those who 
need it and show the aptitude to run activities of this type. Please con-
tact me if you need training and/or assessment to carry out high ropes 
activities. 
Rule 9.78 High ropes activities:  High ropes activities are:  
 
Any off ground activity, not covered by the adventurous activity permit 
scheme that should use a belay or similar safety system such as cow’s 
tails or a trolley system.  
 
Examples of what activities are included within this can be found in 
FS120423 High Ropes. 
 
Tony Best 
Assistant County Commissioner (Activities) 

County Chairman 
 
Lawrence Noble stepped down as County Chairman during the sum-
mer. He was a very active Chairman who was involved in may aspects 
of the County, helping us to drive the County forward to the strong posi-
tion the County now finds itself in. Thank you to Lawrence for the huge 
amount of work he has put in and all the best for the future. 
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Something to Scout 
about for Royle family  
 
Devoted allegiance to Scouting 
is becoming something of a 
Royle tradition for one Peterbor-
ough family. For all five members 
of the Royle family - that’s mum 
and dad and their three daugh-
ters - are members of Werrington 
and Yaxley Scouts. 
 
Father Mark and mother Christine even met through the Association 
and, today, daughters Alyson (16), Maddie (11) and Lucy (8) are all 
members. 
 
The Royle’s commitment to “belong to the worldwide family of Scouts”, 
was demonstrated this summer when Alyson went to the 22nd World 
Scout Jamboree in Sweden, continuing a tradition started by her father. 
 
Mark has attended five World Scout Jamborees, the first, aged 19, at 
Soraksan National Park, in South Korea, and every subsequent one up 
until this year, seeing him travel to the Netherlands, Chile, Thailand and 
stay on home soil in Hylands Park, in Chelmsford. 
 
Alyson, a member of the at Medehamstede Explorer Unit, in Werrington, 
was delighted to follow in her father’s footsteps , she said: “It was a 
really great feeling. It was good to know I was going to get something 
out of it because my dad got something out of it. I knew it was definitely 
going to be a very worthwhile experience.” And the event did not disap-
point  “It was one of the best experiences in my life.”  
 
Father and daughter share a great respect for the Scout movement. 
Alyson said: “I think it’s great for offering up opportunities to young peo-
ple like me.” 
 
Mark said “I would not be the person I am today if it wasn’t for Scouts.” 
“People have a big laugh about Scouts and their badges, but each one 
you do adds a bit to your story.”  
 
He added: “It’s all about character-building. I have seen some young-
sters who have come through Scouts, I have seen them come in timid, 
but they leave as leaders. They want to get out there. They are looking 
for the next challenge.”  
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International Service Team 
 
I’ve been to a few Jamborees now and 
sorry CamJam I missed you this year, 
but this was my first overseas. Arriving 
onsite in the middle of the night, stuffing 
your Jamboree scarf and handbook into 
your pocket and discovering that you 
have five hours to orientate your newly 
acquired Jamboree map, pitch your tent 
and get a few hours kip before meeting 
the rest of your Jamboree team,  it’s 
easy to wonder if you’ve made the right 
decision. 
 
14 days later, you’ve had breakfast with 
the Canadians, lunch with the Danish 
and tea with the Slovenians. You’ve sung with the Swedes, laughed 
with the Italians, celebrated with the Japanese, danced with the Brazil-
ian and oh yes, we worked too!  
 
This year was a new experience for me, working on Dream Module pro-
viding a night time experience running between 10pm and 3am. Meeting 
Scouts from around the world from Australia to Norfolk! In-between that, 
there was plenty of time to join in the IST experience, a series of work-
shops aimed at personal development. And as if that wasn’t enough, we 
joined in with sub camp life, discovered spontaneous activities, visited 
the Global Development Village and the Faith and Beliefs arena. 
 
Words just can’t begin to describe the experience; you have to be there 
to understand what a Jamboree fully has to offer. Did we have a good 
time, what do you think? 
 
If you fancy getting the Jamboree bug, try Essex International Jamboree 
http://eij.org.uk/ . Whoever you go with, whoever you meet, one thing’s 
for sure, you’ll be amongst friends. 
 
Sue Best 
Jamboree Junkie! 
 
Picture shows Sue Best and Jenny Metson, mother and  daughter team preparing for 
the International Service Team at the World Jambore e 

13  

 

Two three-rope bridges, each around 30 metres in length, cross the 
Allmibach and instead of using the upper bridge, there is the option to 
use a 40m zipwire to skim over the water. A spiral ladder brings you 
from under a rock roof onto the outside wall of the upper cliff. The total 
height gained, including the walk in and walk off at the top is 550m with 
350m of it being attached to the via ferrata. 
 
Other activities for the fortnight included hill walking on Alpine routes of 
varying difficulty, walking on a glacier, a night in an Alpine hut, a swim in 
an Alpine lake, rock climbing, abseiling, mountain biking and visits to 
local tourist attractions. 
 
 
Rock climbing/via ferrata for Beavers and Cubs  
Set up a fairly simple obstacle course in your meeting place using ta-
bles, chairs, sturdy boxes etc and thread a length of rope over and un-
der along the route you want them to follow – it can be as simple as 
weaving the rope between chair legs along the floor. With short ‘tying’ 
lengths of rope, tie a loop around the waist of your young climbers 
(teach them to tie their own) and tie a small loop at the  
free end to attach to the ‘climbing’ rope either with a karabiner (it doesn’t 
have to be a climbing quality one) or thread the small loop onto the main 
rope and set them off on their climb. As an alternative, tie one Beaver/
Cub directly to the main line and let him/her ‘lead’ climb by picking their 
own route and have a ‘second’ tied to the other end and follow the 
leader. Crawling is, of course, compulsory! Want to go caving instead? 
Cover it all with a tarpaulin. 
 
Activity rules for the Kandersteg activities: 
Glacier travel and via ferrata are both covered by the new rule; POR 
9.31 Specialist terrain. When in terrain or using skills that have not been 
assessed for a terrain 2 hill walking permit (such as glaciers), then spe-
cific approval is required for the activity from the responsible Commis-
sioner based on advice from someone with knowledge and experience 
of the activity. Specific approval is in addition to the holding of a terrain 
2 hill walking permit. 
 
Swimming in lakes; POR 9.44 classification of waters; POR 9.50 to 9.52 
swimming. 
 
Walking in the area around Kandersteg is mostly classed as either ter-
rain zero or terrain 1 but permit holders must have an endorsement from 
the home DC to specifically include the Kandersteg area being walked. 
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Cromwell Mountain Club 
Expedition to Kandersteg 
 
“Oh my God! Sweet Jesus, please help me 
through this…” 
 
I was only about 30 or 40 metres into the 
climb on the Kandersteg-Allmenalp Via Fer-
rata and already I had total belief in the de-
scription of this route, which I had mistrans-
lated from a French website:  
 
“Starts with a wall very quickly vertical and 
you are immediately confronted with the prac-
tice of the pious…” 
 
I was certainly feeling very pious at that moment, not to mention soaked 
with sweat from the heat of the day, the physical exertion, the sheer ter-
ror of what I had just climbed and apprehension of what was yet to 
come. I wondered how the six Scouts and Explorers from Cromwell Dis-
trict had managed this climb the previous day and returned looking so 
relaxed. Then came a voice from behind “You just need to put your foot 
where your hand is”.  
 
Nigel, one of the Occasional Helpers on the trip and a very experienced 
climber was correct, but my body doesn’t bend quite like a teenager’s. 
However, I managed somehow and the five of us were on our way 
again. This was the hardest part of the ascent and while the rest of the 
300 metres of climb demanded our utmost attention, it was doable; you 
hardly notice the hundred’s of metres of fresh air below your feet as you 
concentrate on the tiny metal foot pegs glued into the rock and the se-
curity wire somewhere about shoulder height; and it’s fair to say that 
there wasn’t much conversation during the ascent. 
 
Via ferrata (Italian for ‘road with irons’) or Klettersteig in German, is a 
mountain route fixed with cables, ladders, bridges and wood or metal 
steps and was originally created during the first world war to move the 
Italian infantry quickly through the Dolomite mountains. The Kandersteg 
route though, is a specially designed sports route graded at K4 (out of 
5) ‘Extremely Difficult’ and first opened in 2005. The highlights of this 
route are the vertical wall shortly after the start, a spectacular section 
across a 100 metre high wall and another exposed section around a 
rocky corner. 
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Our first day in Sweden 
 
We had been told that the Jamboree would be big, but none of us ex-
pected it to be ‘That Big’! Once our kit was unloaded some kind Swed-
ish Scouts took us to our camping area. Here we found our equipment 
crate, tents, stuff for the kitchen and mess tent.  
 
We pitched the mess tent and then were assigned tent buddies to pitch 
the remainder of our tents. After all the main jobs were completed we 
built a fence around our camping area and also the gate and a flag pole. 
Our flag pole was one of the tallest on the site! 
 
Once finished, we explored the camp talking to other Scouts about 
where they came from, how they got here, what kit they had brought 
and what they were having for tea. It was a great first day and we were 
all really looking forward to the rest of the Jamboree 2011 
 
Liam Hunt 
Cambourne, Cambridge 

Hi, my name is Calvin Bishop 
(front, centre in this picture)   
 
The Jamboree was amazing. I spent 
time with the contingent I have got to 
know over the last year and they are all 
great and I had the most fantastic time 
of my life.  I will never forget the people 
and the fun we had.  The experience of 
a lifetime and I feel privileged to have attended and grateful that I could. 
 
The opening ceremony was on my Mum’s birthday and the closing cere-
mony was the highlight as this was my 15th birthday, biggest birthday 
party I have ever had, it was such a special day. 
 
So many wonderful people, all with a belief in Scouting, and with so 
many backgrounds and experiences but all wanting to enjoy and cele-
brate the Scouting role.  I realised how lucky we are in England, and 
that we can all make a difference.  
 
I am going to keep in touch with the friends that I met and be part of the 
contingent Explorer Unit.  This experience has prompted me to think of 
my future. I want to be involved in future Jamborees and  I am planning 
to volunteer when I leave school.  
 
Calvin Bishop, aged 15 
Wisbech 
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National Scouts Sailing Regatta 
Congrats to the Nulli Secundi Sea 
Explorer Unit for achieving third 
place overall in the under 15 category 
at the National Scout Regatta. With 
wind speeds of up to 40mph conditions 
were less than favourable! 

 
 

Cycling at Rutland Water 
 
Rutland Cycling is a large cycling retail and outdoor activ-
ity company with sites in Rutland, Northamptonshire and 
Cambridgeshire.  Rutland Water is a great place to visit. 
See www.4outdooradventure.com. 

Mepal  2012 

Date for the 2012  

Mepal event for 

Scouts and Explorers is 12th  

and 13th  May 

Scout Games Mobile Phone App  
Daniel Gooch, Bath University research student and member of 
the 26th Cambridge Scout Group has written an app for Android 
phones which has 101 games for Scout Troops. The intention being that 
leaders often have to think on their feet and come up with a quick game. 
Well this app can help; have a look at: 
 
https://market.android.com/details?id=scout.game.ScoutingGames 

Discounted Software for Charities 
CTX, the Charity Technology Exchange al-
lows charities to register and then get a wide 
variety of commercial software at very much 
reduced prices.  
 
Visit: http://www.ctxchange.org/directory/  
   
For example, a full version of MSOffice Stan-
dard 2007 is £18 (A great saving on the retail/
shop price).  

New Recruitment Video  
A new video to help local Scouting 
with adult recruitment is now available. 
Aimed at an audience external to Scout-
ing, the video can be found on the web-
site and is an excellent recruitment tool. 
The longer, internal video shown to mem-
bers at this year’s national AGM is also 
available on the same page.  
 
http://scouts.org.uk/435/new-recruitment-
video-for-local-scouting 

Marathon Challenge 

2011 

Explorer Leaders, 

Date for the 2011 

marathon event is 

Saturday 19th  November. 

Get your entries in as soon 

as possible. 

http://www.srcf.ucam.org/

cusagc/service/marathon/ 
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New Banners 
We have five new pull-up 
banners which are avail-
able for publicity at local events.  
 
Contact Chris Ward to arrange 
to borrow them 

Tell us your Scouting news  
Email Noticeboard with your Scouting stories.  

No more than 200 words plus a couple of good quality 
pictures to  

padlport@btinternet.com 
by Sunday 18th December 2011 

Discounted Theme Park Tickets 
Leicestershire and Nottingham-
shire Scout Counties run a Theme 
Park ticket agency to raise money 
for Scouting and to offer Theme 
Park Tickets to Scouting & Guiding 
members at a cheaper rate.  
 
For discounted prices for Alton 
Towers, Thorpe Park, Legoland 
Windsor, Chessington World of 
Adventures, Warwick Castle, Sea 
Life Centres, Madame Tussauds 
and more visit: 
 
 www.youthfundays.co.uk  
 
or telephone: 0115 9523617 

Peterborough Gang Show 
7th  to 12th  November! 

Key Theatre, Peterborough 
Tickets £7 (Monday) and £10 or 

£36 family ticket thereafter.  
 

Box Office: 01733 207239 
 

Online: http://www.vivacity-
peterborough.com 

Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 
The new collector’s Queen’s 
DiamondJubilee Badge is the 
perfect accompaniment to your 
Scout Uniform. Start celebrating 
this wonderful occasion in style 
from today. Available now from 
Scout Shops. 
 
Also watch this space for details 
of the Jubilee Beacons on 4th  
June 2012 

NatWest Community Force 
Vote for up to three Scouting projects 
1. Soham Scout & Guide Community 

Hall (Project 2892) 
2. Cambridge Gang Show (Project 

5812) 
3. Fenland District (Project 3411) 
http://communityforce.natwest.com/project 

FIND 

Free access to a 

range of maps from 

reputable sources 

such as Ordnance Survey 

and Google 

http://free.findmaps.co.uk 

Photos Required 

If you have any photos from the 

gun run at Camjam or Surprise 

Challenge at County Cub        

Challenge weekend.  

Please e-mail them to 

sasu@elydistrictscouts.org.uk 


