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County Diary 

General County Dates  

Date Meeting  

21st June County Annual General Meeting, Huntingdon Marriott 

7th July Core Team Meeting, St Ives 

12th September District Commissioners Meeting 

19th September County Executive 

20th September Assistant District Commissioners Meeting, all sections 

8th October Regional Day for Group Scout Leaders, District Com-
missioners, District Explorer Scout Commissioners at 

Wyboston Lakes 
9th October Regional Support Day for Assistant County Commis-

sioners, Assistant District Commissioners, Active Sup-

port Mangers 
and Training Managers at Wyboston Lakes 

10th November Core Team Meeting, St Ives 

8th September Core Team Meeting, St Ives 

18th July County Executive 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE NOTICEBOARD         
Please send copy for the September 2011 issue of the CAMBRIDGESHIRE NOTICEBOARD 

by Sunday 24th July to Giles Philbey. Email: padlport@btinternet.com 

For further information see the County website:  
www.cambridgeshirescouts.org.uk 

Sectional Events  

Date Event  
18th June Scouts White Water Canoeing 

18th and 19th June Gilwell Beaver and Cub Fun Days 

8th to 10th July Gilwell24, Explorer Scouts 

27th July to 7th August 22nd World Jamboree, Sweden 

30th July to 6th August CamJam 2011, Huntingdon Racecourse 

1st and 2nd October County Cub Challenge Day’s, Copley Centre, St Ives 

14th to 16th October County Peak Challenge, Scouts 

1  

 

Issue 111 June 2011 

6 years continued growth for Cambridgeshire Scoutin g  
 
The 2011 membership census has reported a sixth consecutive year of 
growth in the County, which is a fantastic achievement. There are now 
7,673 members, an increase of around two percent on last year. Well 
done to all the leaders throughout the County who are delivering the 
Scouting adventure in a way that is increasingly attractive to even more 
young people and adult volunteers. 
 
‘Growing the Movement’ still remains our top priority, but let’s remind 
ourselves that ‘growth’ is not just about numbers. It is also about giving 
the opportunity of Scouting to even more young people. 
 
Not all Districts grew this year as some are currently being restructured 
to provide better support in the future. An area of disappointment is the 
Scout Network section which is not doing so well and we need to focus 
more on that in the future. 
 
It is important to say thank you to all our volunteers in the County. There 
are many ways of doing this, including the formal presentation of Scout-
ing Awards. Well done to all those members listed in this edition of No-
ticeboard who have received an Award recently.  
 
This is only part of the story, there are more than 1,000 adult volunteers 
in Cambridgeshire Scouting all of whom do a fantastic job.  Thank you 
very much indeed for all the time, commitment and effort you have all 
put in over however many years. 

Mepal 2011, the Activities Competition for Scouts a nd Explorers  
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New team members 
I am very pleased to announce five new key appointments to the team 
in Cambridgeshire. 
 
Tony Best has agreed to take on the role of Assistant County Commis-
sioner (Activities). He will offer advice on a range of activities as well as 
raising awareness of activities and how leaders can deliver challenging 
and exciting activities for our young people. This is, after all, why they 
join Scouting. 
 
Fran McHenry is appointed Assistant County Commissioner (Special 
Needs) and will advise on specific issues as well as helping Districts 
raise awareness of special needs, the issues and how to deal with 
them. 
 
Rod Glen is the County Safety Coordinator. Rod is available to advise 
District Commissioners on good practice in Safety and provide practical 
support and assistance on a range of Safety related issues. 
 
John Chambers is appointed Assistant County Commissioner (District 
Support) and initially will be responsible for support to Scout Active Sup-
port Units around the County. 
 
John Nicoll has recently taken over as District Commissioner for Crom-
well following Tony Best who stepped down recently. 
 
May I wish all these members every success in their new roles and 
thank you all very much for taking on these important positions. 
 
The 85th Gilwell Reunion will take place on 2nd to 4th September 2011. 
Reunion has become a well established event in the Scouting calendar 
and a great time is had by all Scouting volunteers and supporters who 
attend.  
 
Now that Summer is almost here and the weather is 
improving, it is the best time of the year to get outside 
and celebrate Scouting. Discovering the great out-
doors, whilst learning new skills, is what Scouting is 
all about. Enjoy! 
 
 
Richard Hames 
County Commissioner 
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County Diary 
 
For further information about Adult Training see the County website:   
www.cambridgeshirescouts.org.uk 

Training Dates  

Date Modules  Location  

22nd May 
9.30am & 1pm 

Safeguarding Ely 

29th May Module 10 (First Response) Cromwell 

18th and19th 
June 

Modules 9 (Working with Adults), 11 
(Administration, Section Leaders), 12 
(Balanced Programme), 14 (Young 
People Today), 15 (Challenging Be-
haviour) and 19 (International) 

Hinchingbrooke 
and Cromwell 
area 

25th June Module 37 (Adult Appointments) TBC 

26th June Module 10 (First Response) Fenland 

2nd July Safeguarding Fenland 

2nd and 3rd 
July 

Modules 5 (Scouting Fundamentals), 7 
(Valuing Diversity), 8 (Leadership), 13 
(Growing the Movement), 17 (Activities 
Outdoors), 19 (International) & Safe-
guarding 

Hinchingbrooke 
and Cromwell 
area 

16th July Module 10 (First Response) Hinchingbrooke 

CamJam    
30th July to 
6th August 

Modules 5 - 19 & 39 Huntingdon Race 
Course 

10th and 11th 
September 

Modules 9 (Working with Adults), 11 
(Administration, Section Leaders), 12 
(Balanced Programme), 14 (Young 
People Today), 15 (Challenging Be-
haviour) and 19 (International) 

Newmarket 

17th and 18th 
September 

Practical First Aid, Safeguarding Cambridge 

Saturday and 
Sunday 8th 
and 9th Octo-
ber 

Modules 5, 7, 8 & 1713, 19 & Safer-
guarding 

Newmarket 

For course bookings email: courses@cambridgeshirescouts.org.uk 
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Michael Corrighan District Scout Active Support Mede’ stede 

Tracey Farrington Assistant Scout Leader, 50th Cambridge Cambridge 

Julie Farrington Scout Leader, 50th Cambridge Cambridge 

Michael Goakes Scout Leader, 1st March Fenland 

Anthony Husbands Group Scout Leader, 1st Over Crafts Hill 

Gillian Mason Assistant District Commissioner 
(Activities) 

Nene 

Diane Philbey Assistant District Commissioner (Beaver 
Scouts) 

Ely 

Malcolm Robinson District Scout Active Support and County 
Treasurer 

Mede’ stede 

Peter Sidwell District Media Development Manager Mede’ stede 

Wendy Stanley Assistant Cub Scout Leader, 50th Cam-
bridge 

Cambridge 

Michael Wenham District Chairman Cromwell 

Silver Acorn  

Sue Charlton Assistant Cub Scout Leader, 2nd Nene Nene 

Kevin Farrant Assistant Cub Scout Leader, 1st Yaxley Nene 

Derek Wakefield District Treasurer Ely 

Caroline Worth Beaver Scout Leader, 8th Peterborough Nene 

Award for Merit  

Congratulations to the following Scouting volunteer s 

Silver Wolf Role District 

John Hancox District Scout Active Support Cromwell 

Barrie Sheehan Assistant Scout Leader, 26th Cambridge Cambridge 

 

Mary Batten Appointments Secretary Newmarket 

Dave Lilley Group Scout Leader, 2nd St Ives Cromwell 

Bar to the Silver Acorn  
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Mad Hatter’s Sleepover 
 
Two Beaver Colonies, from Cromwell 
and Hinchingbrooke Districts, decided to 
join together to celebrate 25 years of 
Beaver Scouting with a Mad Hatter’s Tea 
Party Sleepover. 
 
The event in March was led by the 1st 
Fenstanton & Hilton Beaver Colony, with the 1st Stukeley Meadows 
Beavers, which only opened in September 2010, excited to be on their 
very first ever Scouting Sleepover. In total 29 Beavers took part and for 
21 of them it was their very first ever Scouting Night Away. 
 
From activities to decorations, menu to names, the whole event was 
themed around the Mad Hatter’s Tea Party, even down to singing 
“Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Bat”. Catering included exotic foods such as 
“Caterpillars in Blankets” and “Cheshire Cat Grins”. 
 
Matthew and Ben (both 7) summed it up simply with “It was fab!” and for 
Harry (aged 6) "Food was brilliant, I only ate two healthy things!" (well it 
was a birthday party sleepover after all). 
                                   
Selina Pedley, Beaver Scout Leader, 1st Stukeley Meadows said “Have 
to confess, I think I was as excited as the Beavers about our first ever 
sleepover, in fact I hardly slept the night before. It was a wonderful ex-
perience from start to finish, and we can’t wait to do it all over again!” 
 
Event organiser, Louise Clover was really pleased with the result “For 
many of those taking part it was the first time they have slept away from 
home so we were really proud of the way they behaved. Organising 
events like this remind me why I keep Scouting, it’s such a wonderful 
break from my paid job.” 
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Planning is well under way for the next week 
long camp open to all Cub Scouts to enjoy at 
Gilwell, 25th to 31st May 2013. 
  
The aim of Cubjam is to offer Cubs from 
across the UK the opportunity to join together for a week of “Jamboree” 
style fun, reminding them that they have much in common with each 
other, no matter their background or where they are from. Cubjam aims 
to give them a taste of the adventure that lies ahead in years to come.  
 
The wide range of activities offered during Cubjam helps the Cubs to 
learn new skills, try new experiences and make new friends. The loca-
tion also means it is a great way for parents to give their children a bit of 
freedom to gain their independence in a safe environment. 
 
For information on Cubjam and how you can take part with your Pack or 
as a member of the staff team, go to www.cubjam.org.uk 
Here you can learn about Cubjam and see some photos from Cub-
jam2009 and register an interest.  We look forward to seeing some of 
you there! 
  
Louise Clover 
Communications Manager - Cubjam2013 

Cub Challenge Days 2011 
1st and 2nd October 2011, Copley Centre, St Ives 
 
We are once again planning to hold this very popular event for cubs 
aged nine and over. Last year we were over subscribed and we had to 
let some cubs down, so if you wish your cubs to take part, please let Di 
Wisbey know as soon as possible. 
 
Activities, to be finalised, should include canoeing, climbing wall, arch-
ery, orienteering, fire lighting and cooking, woodwork, pioneering and a 
surprise challenge. All will be run by appropriately qualified instructors/ 
leaders and obviously are subject to the weather being favourable. 
 
The event is run over two days, and you can choose which day you pre-
fer although confirmation of this ios subject to availability of places 
 
Di Wisbey 
Deputy County Commissioner (Adult Support) 
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Adult Training 
Module 1 updated 
 
Module 1: Essential Information DVD 
Hard copy available from the Scout Information Centre or Scout Shops. 
Module 1: Essential Information e-learning. Now  
Available in the Module 1 section at  
www.scouts.org.uk/learnersresources  
 
Adults Personal File and Training Advisers Guide 
 
There are some small changes to the Module 1 validation criteria and 
the Training Advisers Guide has been updated to reflect this. 
 
The Adults Personal File will not be revised until June 2011. Until then a 
single page update will be available on the learners’ resources and 
trainers’ resources pages of scouts.org.uk. 
 
Jane Carter 
Deputy County Training Manager 

I don’t have a full list of permits yet but I know for example that several 
Explorer Scouts in the County already have permits for power boating 
and offshore sailing. Let’s encourage more to get their own activity per-
mits in whatever Adventurous Activity they are interested in.  
 
Within Cambridgeshire we currently have County Assessors for: 

· Single pitch climbing and Hill walking 
· Kayaking and canoeing 
· Dinghy sailing and offshore Sailing 
· Keelboating and power boating 

 
I am also compiling a list of Scout appointed assessors for other activi-
ties from neighbouring counties, so get in touch if you want to gain a 
permit and need an assessor. 
 
Want to be an Activity Assessor?  
Please contact me if you are interested in becoming an Activity Asses-
sor in any of the activities listed in the fact sheet fs120104 (Approved 
Assessors). HQ funding is available to assist members wishing to be-
come permit holders or for assessors to gain the requisite qualifications. 
 
Tony Best 
Assistant County Commissioner (Activities) 
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Who is the Assistant County Com-
missioner for Activities? 
And what does he do?! 
 
The first part of that question is easier to answer 
than the second; my name is Tony Best and I 
have recently been appointed as Assistant 
County Commissioner (Activities) for Cam-
bridgeshire. I have been Scouting for 22 years. 
 
So what do I do?  
I’m still working that out myself but the starting point must be to ask 
“What is meant by Activities?” We usually think of this as meaning Ad-
venturous Activities i.e. activities covered by Chapter 9 of POR or activi-
ties for which a permit is required. Whilst this will occupy most of my 
time, Activities is much more than climbing, caving and sailing. 
Most written programmes, whether for Beavers in the HQ or Scouts on 
camp will start something like “Opening Ceremony, Game, Activity ….”  
 
The County Commissioner, on announcing my appointment said “…
Tony will be available to offer advice on a range of activities as well as 
raising awareness of activities and how leaders can put them on to pro-
vide challenging and exciting activities for our young people - it is why 
they join Scouting.”  
 
I’m not offering to fill the ‘Activity’ slot in your programme for every meet-
ing, every week but I will try to suggest some new ideas that you can 
use, whatever Section you are Leading. 
 
As Activities Commissioner I will also be the Manager of the Activities 
Permit Scheme and so will be ‘looking after’ the County Assessors and 
recruiting more assessors and Activity Advisers to enable more Leaders 
and Young People to gain Adventurous Activity Permits so that they can 
provide activities for more of our members. 
 
What!  Young People with permits?  Yes, absolutely. Scouting encour-
ages Young people to become more involved in planning and running 
their own programmes and the Activity Permit Scheme allows Scouts 
and Explorers to gain permits if they have suitable skills and experience. 
The advantage to Leaders is that the Section can take part in kayaking 
or hill walking even if the Leader has no experience of the activity. He or 
she can be there as the responsible adult while the Scout is the techni-
cal Leader, or a group of Explorers could go mountain biking on their 
own.  
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UNGUVU Conference  
Dakar, February 2011  
 
Cromwell Explorer Scout, Aimee Bark-
way has been selected to represent the 
UK in the Unguvu Project. 
 
Unguvu is a Swahili word which translates as “strength through unity”. 
Co-funded by the Youth in Action programme of the European Commis-
sion, Unguvu is the first multilateral project of its kind between the Euro-
pean and African Scout Regions. Over the course of 2011 a team of 
young people will work to strengthen existing partnerships and create 
new ones between the two regions. 
 
35 young people, including Aimee, from six African (Angola, Burkina 
Faso, Burundi, Malawi, Senegal and Zimbabwe) and five European 
(Finland, France, Germany, Portugal and the United Kingdom) countries 
met in Dakar, Senegal for the first project workshop. The concepts they 
have started will be developed further at meetings in Nairobi and Burg 
Rieneck later in the year. Participants will also be facilitating national 
consultations within their respective Scouting organisations, allowing as 
many young people, as possible, to contribute to Unguvu. 
 
Aimee’s story 
We first met the whole team at Dakar airport at 4am and our first task 
was to find all the lost luggage that had missed connecting flights. If this 
made us tired, it was nothing compared to what was to come, most days 
we were working from 9am to 11pm. To anyone who was jealous that I 
was going on holiday; you were very much mistaken! 
 
The start of the conference was spent sharing previous experiences of 
partnership and it was very interesting for me to hear about different 
perspectives.                    
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The Africans often felt a lack of 
trust from the Europeans on issues 
such as money and time manage-
ment. They also thought that part-
nerships tended to be one-sided 
where the Europeans would send 
Scouts to assist with projects to 
improve health, sanitation and edu-
cation, however the Africans were 
not given similar opportunities to assist with European projects.  

The Europeans felt that they were assumed to be the sole provider of 
funds for joint projects, however it is just as hard to fundraise in Europe 
as it is in Africa and this is something that should be done jointly.  

We were also taught the basics of planning and managing a partner-
ship, because, as participants, it will be our job to launch and manage 
these tools in our respective countries, so it is important that we have a 
lot of knowledge in the field. 

For the remaining three days we were split into groups to working on the 
partnership handbook, training module and the planning for national 
consultations. I was on the training module (or TMP) team. We made a 
lot of progress and have completed a full draft of the module. We will 
now work via email, Skype and any other means in order to finish the 
tools before the final meeting in Reineck, Germany in June.  
 
On the last day, we worked in the morning and then had the afternoon 
off. Some went into town; but for me, Scott (Ireland) and Primrose 
(Zimbabwe) we got an ice cream and went to the beach. The shadows 
of buildings were sliding around on the gigantic waves glistening in the 
sunset and the place was packed with boys playing football. It was very 
relaxing and a nice chance to reflect on the week. We all regrouped for 
dinner and had a small party afterwards. 
 
I really enjoyed my time in Dakar and I’m very grateful to have been 
given the opportunity to go. I’ve learned so much and made lots of new 
friends from corners of the world that I’ve never even seen before. 
Amazing. 
 
Aimee Barkway 
Cromwell Explorers 
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Don’t Raise Our Rents! 
 
Local councils across the UK are gearing up to 
impose unreasonable rent increases which will 
threaten the future of Scout Groups. 
 
Councils had previously only charged nominal 
‘ground rents’ or minimal rates to land occu-
pied by Scout meeting places. These recog-
nised the important role that Scouts play in 
providing cost effective youth services to the community. Groups are 
likely to be vulnerable to rent increases and most will have to reduce 
activities, increase subscriptions or, worse still, close as a result.  
 
Don’t Raise Our Rents! aims to persuade local authorities not to force 
unaffordable rates and rent rises on Scout meeting places. A great deal 
of media interest has been generated, with the Prime Minister and Local 
Government Minister requesting briefings on the campaign.  
 
Visit www.dontraiseourrents.org to sign the petition. If your group is im-
pacted, please visit the campaign website where they can find materials 
to help them campaign locally. 

Are you receiving? 
 
In the last Noticeboard, I talked about the emails I 
send, and asked “are you receiving emails from me 
on behalf of the County?”. I also invited you to email 
me if you had any questions. So how many replies do 
you think I got? A big round number, specifically 0.  
 
Well on one hand I could take it that you all receive emails fine, have no 
problems, and that the article was useful. But I rather worry that no-one 
even bothered to read it.  That isn’t meant as a request for all 1,400 of 
you that receive a printed copy of Noticeboard by post to send me an 
email but communication is a two-way thing, so how about doing some?  
 
How about some feedback on what you read in Noticeboard. Submit an 
article yourself – share your experiences, skills etc so we can all benefit 
from them. Maybe you’d like to comment on this article? 
 
Pete Edwards 
County Adviser, County Directories 
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Abington Work Day 
 

As the newest member to the Abington committee I 
proposed we organised some planned workdays to 
keep the campsite at its best all year round. So, this 
year we started by having an opening weekend in 
March. 
 
The small site crew, along with the volunteers from 
around the County that turned out, managed to give 
the main building a well needed lick of paint on all the internal walls and 
the kitchens a good clean out ready for the busy year ahead. All the 
rooms were also cleared out with all the junk that gathers over a year of 
constant use given the big Heave Ho! 
 
On the camping grounds, overhanging trees were cut back to open 
them up and give grass a chance to grow and increase the areas avail-
able to pitch in. The campfire circle’s second row of seating was also 
worked on but rain stopped play on the Sunday so this still needs to be 
finished. 
 
Although there are still many on going jobs around the site during the 
year, the large effort put in on this weekend has meant the site is look-
ing better than ever for the ever increasing usage it is getting this year. 
 
The plan was also to have a mid season weekend but due to existing 
bookings and CamJam this will not happen until next season.  
 
The next Big Close Down weekend for the Site will be held  on 8th and 
9th October so anyone interested in this or helping on other weekends 
through the year please keep an eye on the County directory for dates 
 
Mark Claydon 
Abington Site Crew 
Website http://www.abingtoncampsite.org.uk 

Swimming rules update  
 
The swimming rules have been amended to simplify the running of ac-
tivities for Leaders. Guidance in the form of the Swimming Factsheet 
and POR has been updated. As part of a national initiative, a number of 
Water Safety Management Programme (WSMP) courses (run by the 
Royal Life Saving Society) are scheduled. For full details of the amend-
ments see www.scouts.org.uk/swimmingupdates.  

7  

 

CämbzLän 
Cambridgeshire Jamboree Unit 
Sweden 2011 
 
For all 40 of the Unit, with less than 100 days 
until the start of the World Jamboree, the reality 
of the adventure has really kicked in.  The jour-
ney started back in 2010, learning that they had 
been selected for the unit and then the daunting 
task of raising £1,800 each to get to Sweden! 
 
A lot has gone on in the months since and as a Unit we have been busy 
getting everyone to work together, not just on the mammoth task of 
fundraising a total of £80,000, but also to work as a unit and become a 
group of friends, ready to have the experience of a lifetime, together.  
After the latest Unit camp, it was clear that this group of young people, 
most of who didn’t know one another when we started, were now strong 
friends and were ready for (almost) anything the Jamboree might throw 
at them. As we approach the final stage, everyone is looking forward to 
the big adventure that will take us to Sweden to join the 38,000 plus 
other Scouts and Guides from all over the World.   
 
Before we get there we will have a few days in Copenhagen, Denmark, 
for a big party with the other UK Contingent units, at the UK ‘Pre-Jam’ 
event.  It’s all under wraps at the moment and the organisers are keep-
ing as much as they can ‘Top Secret’, in the build up to a exciting and 
activity packed three days  
 
After the Jamboree we have five days of ‘HoHo’ (Home Hospitality) to 
enjoy.  In August, there will be Scouts from the UK sharing their lives 
with families in any one of 16 countries across Europe.  We will be off to 
Portugal, and although we don’t know exactly where, I think it’s safe to 
say that everyone was more than happy with the prospect! 
 
But we’re not there yet! We still need to bring in some funds to support 
us in our adventure.  As well as a bag pack in Cambridge and a Duck 
Race at the White Water Canoeing event, we have our distinctive Unit 
Badge and Wristbands to sell. They are available from all Unit members 
or direct from Chris Ward (for orders by post).  
 
We plan to be at as many District and County events in the run up to the 
Jamboree too, so please support us if you see us at an event. 
 
Marc Wiseman  
Cambridgeshire Unit Leader, 22nd World Jamboree 
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Census 2011 
 

Marina Hamaia , Josie Cavailere and 
Alice Cantor from the 12th and 14th 
Cambridge and Alyson Royle from 
Medehamstede Explorers were proud 
to talk to Radio Cambridgeshire and 
Heart FM about the record number of 
girls joining the movement in the 
County. 
 
In fact in Cambridgeshire there is the greatest rate of growth in female 
membership in the UK, ahead of Counties like Norfolk and Essex. 
 
More girls than boys joined the Scouts in Cambridgeshire for the first 
time ever this year.  Part of a wider national trend, the news comes as 
The Scout Association publishes its membership Census for 2010-11.  
 
115 girls joined the Movement in Cambridgeshire compared to 50 boys 
in the twelve months up to 31 January 2011. Female youth membership 
has seen a 12% rise in the past year and 130% up since 2005.  
 
All this underlines the fact that Scouting is the largest co-educational 
youth Movement in Cambridgeshire and the country more widely. On 
the back of six consecutive years of growth, combined youth and adult 
membership in Cambridgeshire now stands at 7,700.  
 
This picture has been replicated in the country more widely. In the UK 
as a whole, 4,330 girls joined the Movement compared to 3,796 boys in 
the past year with total membership passing half a million at 507,867.  
 
Girls have been part of the Scout Movement since 1976. However, re-
cent years have seen a significant rise in the number joining the adven-
ture nationally, with an enormous 88% rise in female youth membership 
since 2005.  
 
The impressive growth seen in recent years in Cambridgeshire means 
that waiting lists to join Scouting remain at an all-time high. There is a 
huge need for more adult Leaders to cope with de-
mand from young people. The current waiting list to 
join Scouting in Cambridgeshire stands at 950 young 
people. 
 
Chris Ward 
Deputy County Commissioner (Communications) 
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Cambridge Gang Show Camp 
1st to 3rd July, Abington Campsite 
 
Cambridge Gang Show is a variety show for members 
of Scouting and Guiding.  It has taken a break for a 
few years but now we are hoping to return and be 
back on stage near you soon.   
 
Sarah Scott is organising a weekend promotional 
event for the next show. The camp is open to young 
people and adults in Cambridge and Crafts Hill Districts of Scout or 
Guide age and older.  This means that Explorers, Network and Leaders 
are just as welcome to participate as Scouts.  
 
The weekend camp will introduce various theatrical disciplines involved 
in putting on a show.  These will include singing, dancing, acting, music 
and backstage.  On the Sunday afternoon there will be a performance to 
family and friends. Contact Sarah Scott for further information. 
 
Sarah Scott 
Cambridge Gang Show 
Email: cambridgeGS@hotmail.co.uk 

Scout Active Support 
 
Now that the transition to Scout Active Support from Fel-
lowship is complete, the units are all very active support-
ing County, District and Group events in a wide range of 
ways. These include organising a large number of events 
from St George’s day, Gang Show, swimming competi-
tions, Cub and Beaver night hikes, Beaver sleepovers, 
patrol camp competitions and much more. What’s more, they still have 
time to enjoy a social programme as well! 
 
One way in which Scout Active Support can assist the District is by pro-
viding the expertise of its members for a skills training day for leaders. 
 
Units are still looking to contact more members, so that they can give 
more support to Scouting in general, which includes people who have 
administrative skills as well as those with practical ones. 
 
On occasions the units support outside organisations and this helps ‘fly 
the flag’ for Scouting 
 
John Chambers 
Assistant County Commissioner (Scout Active Support) 



12  

 

Scouts.org.uk changes 
 
Scouts.org.uk has a new Member Resources area and 
new homepage. In February the Member Resources sec-
tion was launched to replace and update content from 
ScoutBase as well as existing sections of scouts.org.uk. 
From 1st April a new searchable and interactive version 
of Scouting magazine is available; following on from this 

the homepage of scouts.org.uk will be updated and a tailored home-
page will be available when members log in. 
 
Richard Carpenter 
County Website Adviser 

Safeguarding 
 
You should all be aware that an appointment review 
should not now take place unless you have completed a 
Safeguarding Awareness course.  From 30th June 2011 
reviews should only take place where the relevant training 
has been completed. 
 
The safeguarding section on the County Scout web site: 
http://www.cambridgeshirescouts.org.uk/county/safeguarding.htm  
has been updated and there are links to several factsheets that are use-
ful.  There is also a page of frequently asked questions, some of which 
have been raised at recent courses. 
 
Bullying via texting and social networking sites is becoming more preva-
lent and is one of the biggest issues on-line at the present time.   The 
CEOP (Child Exploitation and Online Protection Centre) web site: 
http://www.ceop.police.uk together with the ‘Stay Safe’ resources avail-
able from the Scout Information Centre has a wealth of information on 
all areas of helping to keep our young people safe. 
 
Please make sure you have an up to date Yellow Card, which is the 
Fourth Edition 2010.  At a recent course we found one person with a 
card dated 1994!  You should destroy all stocks of the old cards. 
 
For Explorer Scout (Young Leaders) there is an Orange Card available 
that can be obtained free of charge from the Information Centre. 
 
Jane Warren 
Safeguarding Awareness Co-ordinator 
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National Relationships and Sexual Health 
Programme  
 
The Scout Association has launched a national rela-
tionships and sexual health programme for the first 
time aimed at educating Explorer Scouts aged 14 to 
18 about relationships and safer sex. The programme 
is called “My Body, My choice”. 
 
The new resource material is supported by sexual health charity Brook 
and provides guidance that can be used in a relaxed and informal envi-
ronment to help young people learn about relationships and sexual 
health issues with their peers and trusted adults. The resource offers a 
range of activities designed to help young people make informed deci-
sions. Activities include an “Any Questions, Any Answers” game, where 
Explorer Scouts will be able to anonymously write down any questions 
they want answered about sex.  This new resource reflects the increas-
ing demand from adults and young people within the Movement who 
have been asking for this type of support.  
 
The Scout Association recognises that this is an important and sensitive 
topic for young people and their families. Participation in the scheme is 
therefore voluntary for parents, young people and local Leaders. Lead-
ers can also exercise discretion on whether the new scheme is suitable 
for their Explorer Scout Unit. Parents will be informed well in advance if 
their local Unit will be holding a session on sexual health.  
 
Health Protection Agency figures show the UK has the highest rate of 
STIs and teenage pregnancies in Europe. Furthermore, STIs in the UK 
are most prevalent in under 25s. Scouting believes these worrying sta-
tistics are most likely to be reversed if young people are given clear in-
formation about safe sex as they approach adulthood and allowing them 
to make informed decisions that are right for their circumstances.  
 
Bear Grylls, Chief Scout, said:  “This programme is about getting the 
right information to young people to help them make smart decisions 
about their relationships. We want to help young people become confi-
dent, clued up and aware. My message is, make your own mind up and 
don’t let others do it for you. We only get one body, so 
respect it, and people will respect you.”  
 
Chris Ward 
Deputy County Commissioner (Communications) 
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Grafham Water Centre 
For information contact Paul Robin-son on 01480 810521 

or email: info@grafham 
Paul has over ten years experience with the Scout 
Association and will be able to work with you to put 
together your own programme of activities. 
www.grafham-water

14th Wisbech Scout Group 
Craft & Gift Fair  
 
Saturday 4th June 2011  
St Peters Church Hall, Wisbech, PE13 1HP  
10am to 4pm  
Free Admission  
 
Wide range of crafts, including leather and 
wood craft, raffle,  ombola and refreshments  
 
For more information or to book a stall please 
contact Sam Rayner. 
 
Email: scoutingsam1986@aol.com  

Campsite in Britanny Dick & Paula Turac www.josselincamping.com Comes strongly recommended by Leigh Explorers 

Peak Challenge 
2011 

Book the date now 
14th to 16th October 

Contact Martin Webb for 
more information 

mjservices@hotmail.com 

 
The Mayors Parade offers a fantastic opportunity to fly 
the Scout flag through the city of Peterborough so 
please get involved. 
 
Scout Groups from both Districts are welcome to have 
a fundraising stall at Party in the Park  and/or provide a 
skills activity that would encourage new members into 
the movement. 

Noticeboard availability 
 
From the County website: 
www.cambridgeshirescouts.org.uk/
noticeboard/  
 
A printed copy is posted out to all 
Cambridgeshire Scouting adult vol-
unteers, to the e postal address 
listed in the HQ Membership Data-
base 
 
 if you have not received a copy 
then your address could be incor-
rect/incomplete or out of date 
 
Email Chris Ward if you need help 

New Banners 
We have five new pull-up 
banners which are avail-
able for publicity at local events.  
 
Contact Chris Ward to arrange 
to borrow them 

Website information 

www.cambridgeshirescouts.org.uk 
www.topawards.org.uk 

www.camjam2011.org.uk 
 

Send your news and pictures to 
rich@atad-systems.com  

Beavers  
Wiki-Leaks is reporting the likely 
announcement of our new Assis-
tant County Commissioner for 
Beavers as Diane Philbey from Ely. 
 
Watch this space for further informa-
tion and also details of a meeting of all 
ADC Beavers to help and support your 
Districts. 

Reminder
tions for St George’s Day Awards 2012 
should be submitted to the County Com-
missioner by 1st September 2011.

Mepal  2012 

Date for the 2012  

Mepal event for 

Scouts and Explorers is 12th 

and 13th May 

Olympics Open Weekend
22nd to 24th July

For Peterborough event
justin.beaumont@peterborough.gov.uk
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Cycling at Rutland Water 
 
Rutland Cycling is a large cycling retail and out-
door activity company with sites in Rutland, Northamp-
tonshire and Cambridgeshire.  Rutland Water is a great 
place to visit. See www.4outdooradventure.com. 

Grafham Water Centre 
For information contact Paul Robin-son on 01480 810521 

info@grafham-water-centre.co.uk   
Paul has over ten years experience with the Scout 
Association and will be able to work with you to put 
together your own programme of activities. 

water-centre.co.uk 

Top Awards 
Scouts wishing to attend the Top Awards 
2011 ceremony should register their interest by 
email to: topawards2011@talktalk.net 

Gilwell Reunion 
 
The 85th Gilwell Reunion will take 
place on 2nd to 4th September 2011. 
Reunion is a fantastic event on the 
Scouting calendar and a great time is had by all 

Cotswold  Outdoors 
 

Cotswold Outdoor is now "The Recommended 

Outdoor High Street Retailer for the Scout Asso-

ciation" 
 
Cotswold will be sponsoring, supplying kit lists 

and resource fact sheets for the Hikes Away 

Badge (kit lists and resource sheets will go on the 

Scouts website shortly).  

 
Cotswold will be invited to attend key Scout 

events during the year.   

Tell us your Scouting news 

Email Noticeboard with your Scouting stories.  

No more than 200 words plus a couple of good quality pictures to  

padlport@btinternet.com 

Please have them in by Sunday 3rd July  2011 

Peterborough Mayors Parade 
Saturday 9th July 

The Mayors Parade offers a fantastic opportunity to fly 
the Scout flag through the city of Peterborough so 
please get involved.  

Scout Groups from both Districts are welcome to have 
a fundraising stall at Party in the Park  and/or provide a 
skills activity that would encourage new members into 
the movement.  

Explorers 

Gilwell24 now open for 

bookings. Date is  89h 

to 10th July 2011 

County AGM All leaders and volun-teers welcome Tuesday 21st June 2011. Huntingdon Marriott 

Reminder  to GSLs and DCs that cita-
tions for St George’s Day Awards 2012 
should be submitted to the County Com-
missioner by 1st September 2011. 

Olympics Open Weekend  
22nd to 24th July 

For Peterborough event 
justin.beaumont@peterborough.gov.uk 


