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County Diary  

CAMBRIDGESHIRE NOTICEBOARD         
Please send copy for the April 2010 issue of the CAMBRIDGESHIRE NOTICEBOARD 

by March 1st ,  

General County Dates  

Date Meeting  
Feb 7 District Commissioner’s Day 

Mar 4 Core Team Meeting 
Mar 22 County Executive 

Mar 28 New Group Scout Leader Induction Day 

May 6 Core Team 

May 10 County Executive Committee 

June 14 District Commissioner’s Meeting 

June 22 County Annual General Meeting 

Sectional Events  

Date Event  

Mar 7 FORWARD Incident  
Scouts (organised by CUSAGC) 

Apr 25 St George’s Day events 

Mar 20 & 21 Inter-net 
Scout Network 

Apr 10 New-Werri-Thorpe Gang Show 

May 8th & 9th Mepal Activities Competition Weekend 
Scouts and Explorers 

Jul 9 to 11 Gilwell24 
Explorers 

Oct 2 & 3 Cub Scout Challenge Days 
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Issue 107: January 2010 

 

Happy New Year 
�
The Noughties certainly went out in a bang and 
Scouting in Cambridgeshire celebrated in style. 
As I write this, 2010 has started dramatically with 
the longest cold spell for many years. January 
saw the Gilwell Winter Camp, which went ahead 
despite the snow, a good example of balancing 
risk against the fun we can all have in these rarely 
experienced conditions. No doubt you will be 
faced with similar decisions locally  to provide a 
lifetime of memories for your members in a safe 
and controlled manner.��
�
In 2009 I discussed our support for our lay mem-
bers. Your District Commissioners attended a Regional Conference entitled 
Managing Success, where workshops helped them do the best job possible 
job in supporting you at Group level whilst balancing priorities. This support 
will be further developed at Group, District and County level to improve sup-
port to Scout Groups in the County.�One of our biggest current challenges is 
meeting the demand for young people joining Scouting with new volunteers 
whilst maintaining skill and quality levels through training.  
 
These are some of areas we will be working on to help you in your roles 
over the next year.  Have a great 2010 and enjoy your Scouting.��
�
Richard Hames��

Noticeboard Editor, Giles Philbey 
 
Hello everyone, my name is Giles Philbey and I am Assistant Beaver Scout 
Leader at  of 2nd Ely St Mary Beaver Scouts, and the new editor of Notice-
board. You can contact me (please) on cambsnoticeboard@yahoo.co.uk . 
 
I would like to thank Michael Nurse for helping to make the transfer seamless. It 
would have been a lot more difficult without his help. 
 
I hope you enjoy this edition and look forward to hearing from you for all future 
editions.  
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Top Awards 2009 ��
�
At the end of November we 
saw more than 1,500 people 
pack into four busy sessions 
for our annual Top Awards 
presentation event at the 
Holiday Inn, Peterborough.  
 
This event celebrates the 
best of Scouting at all levels 
in Cambridgeshire and has 
increased in popularity every 
year such that it has now 

become a fixed event in our calendar. This year we were again able to 
see numerous examples of the first class young people in our move-
ment from all over the County. They are all a credit to themselves, their 
parents and of course their leaders.��
 ��
This year the theme was about young people exploring new opportuni-
ties, new challenges and learning new skills. This is at the heart of 
Scouting and the development of both young people and adult volun-
teers.��
 ��
Scouts of all ages, together with family and friends travelled from across 
the County to celebrate the success of our young Scouting Heroes. I 
have received a lot of very positive feedback from parents and leaders 
who thoroughly enjoyed the event, leaving all who took part very proud 
and privileged.��
 ��
I hope that Scouts in all sections will continue to develop their skills and 
experiences and accept new challenges in the future. Then later in this 
year we can once again celebrate the best in Scouting. �
�
Finally, I was overwhelmed with the generous donations to Cambridge-
shire Scouting received from parents and supporters attending the 
event which, together with Gift Aid, totalled more than £1,200. Thank 
you to everyone.��
�
Richard Hames��
County Commissioner��
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County Diary 
 
For further information about Adult Training see the County website; 

Training Dates  
Date Modules  Location  
Feb 13 & 14 16 hr 1st Aid course Werrington 
Feb  20 Multi-Module: 5 (Fundamental Val-

ues), 7 (Valuing Diversity), 8 
(Leadership Skills)& 17 (Outdoor 
Activities) 

Fenland 

Feb  21 Modules 13 (Growing the Move-
ment) & 18 (Practical Skills) 

Fenland 

Feb  27 & 28 1st Aid – Part 1 TBA 
Mar 6 & 7 1st Aid – Part 1 TBA 
Mar 21 Module 10 (First Response) Cromwell 
Mar 27 Module 25 (Assessing Learning) Copley 
Mar 28 Module 29 (Presenting) 54th Cambridge 
Mar 29 Module 28 (Facilitating) Cambridge 

Apr 17 Multi-Module: 20 (Administration), 
22 (Section Support), 23 (Safety), 
24 (Managing Adults) 

TBA 

Apr 18 Module 21 (Growing the Move-
ment) 

TBA 

Apr 18 Module 10 (First Response Ely 
May 6 & 9 Modules 16 (Nights Away) & 18 

(Practical Skills) 
Abington 

May 15 & 16 Modules 16 (Nights Away) & 18 
(Practical Skills) 

Abington 

May 22 Module 22 (Section Support) Ely 
Jun 5 & 6 Multi-Module: 9 (Working with 

Adults), 11 (Administration), 12 
(Balanced Programme), 14 (Young 
People Today), 15 (Challenging 
Behaviour & 19 (International) 

Hinchingbrooke 

Jun 13 Module 10 (First Response) Cambridge 
Jun 29 Module 37 (Adult Appointments) TBA 



����

�

Van Hire from Thrifty  
 
Thrifty Car & Van rental UK is delighted to support the Scouts Associa-
tion by offering a 10% discount on all UK hires. To take advantage of 
this special offer see:  www.thrifty.co.uk and enter Promotional Code 
scout09.  
 
You can also access this via the Scout Association website 
www.scouts.org/offers/  
 
Thrifty has 90 locations in the UK offering a full range of cars, commer-
cial vehicles, Four by Fours, minibuses and luxury vehicles, and are 
conveniently sited from Truro to Inverness!  

Woodhouse Farm Park 
Free Educational Trip  

 
This family farm has many traditional farm animals and operates under 
the Higher Environmental Scheme (run by Defra). It is a tourist attraction 
open to the public and can offer a vast range of Educational topics and 
activities for all age groups and abilities that:  
 
· Supports the National Curriculum  

· Provides a practical and realistic experience of farming 

· Has  trained staff  to the standard of Countryside Education Visit 
Accreditation scheme (CEVAS) 

   
Woodhouse Farm is offering free trips to the farm in association with 
Defra during February and March 2010. These visits, which must be 
pre-booked, include entry to the Park and full use of facilities for up to 
30 guests.  
   
Facilities include: Parking; Toilets; a Coffee shop; Gift Shop; picnic facili-
ties and school and party room. A converted grain shed that has three 
giant slides and a soft play area. A play area with an undercover sand-
pit, play tractors, wooden cow for the children to milk as well as climbing 
frames, outdoor play equipment and many animals.  
   
For further inform visit: www.woodhousefarmpark.co.uk. or to book your 
free trip (if available) call 01945 860309.  
 

���

�

Ben Barrett,  
A Real Life Story from Top Awards  
 
Explorer Scout Ben Barrett from Witchford near 
Ely has been awarded the Chief Scout's Plati-
num Award, the Scouting equivalent to D of E 
Bronze.  
 
Ben is rightly proud of his achievements, like 
being one of the first, or the first, Explorer to be-
come a 16 Hour qualified First Aider, which he 
achieved in January 2007, being part of a team 
to be first to get the Bronze D of E Award. and 
now being the FIRST person in Ely Scout District to achieve the Chief 
Scout’s Platinum Award.  
 
Ben loves being known in Ely District Scouting. He often gets asked to 
join other groups on camps, whether it is Beavers, Cubs or Scouts, or to 
help out on activity weekend and he's always happy to lend a hand to 
any section of Scouting. He was a young leader with Witchford Cubs for 
just over two years.  
 
Ben talks enthusiastically about his great moments in Scouting.  
 
"There's so many to say, but I love all the Leaders whether it’s the Lead-
ers from my section or Leaders from other sections. I would like to say a 
BIG thank you to all of them for helping me out over the years and 
teaching me all I know now. My favourite camp was the most recent 
camp. Based on food and survival, we had to cook for ourselves all 
weekend and keep fires going all the time. Best part was my big apple 
and blackberry crumble with freshly picked fruit. Everyone really enjoyed 
it."  
 
As an Explorer Scout, Ben has won a number of challenges such as the 
12 hour endurance hike, Marathon 2009 and London Monopoly. Now in 
his final year as an Explorer Scout, he is planning to get a team together 
to win the County Explorer Scouts annual activity competition, Mepal 
2010.  
 
And a final word on Scouting from Ben:  
 
"Been doing it nearly 10 years so don’t wont to stop now!"  
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Cub Chefs  
 
Each year at some point one or more of our 
Sections will help another organisation with 
some fundraising. This year the Cubs pre-
pared, cooked and served a "Round the 
World Buffet" for their invited guests. 
 
Our Cubs earned their Chef Badge over sev-
eral nights and with a little bit of other 

"homework".  
 
It rounded off with them all having invited their "local hero" (could have 
been anyone - teacher, leader, sports coach, granny...) to a meal, which 
if they enjoyed they were asked to make a donation towards Children in 
Need. The evening was a great success and raised £212.83 for Chil-
dren in Need! Not only did the Cubs do themselves proud it showed 
what great support there is from everyone for local Scouting. 
 
This is how the evening worked: 
 

· A team of four fantastic Mum's organised and ran everything for 
this badge, and other volunteers helped on the night.  

 
· Each Six was allocated certain items to prepare and cook from 

scratch, the only items bought ready made were some ba-
guettes, naan bread and meringue nests. 

 
· Based on a series of tables around the main hall the Cubs, un-

der supervision of the Young Leaders and adults, got cooking! 
 
· The table for the guests was decorated with folded napkins and 

cutlery, with centre pieces and room decorations of flags from 
around the world coloured in by the Cubs. Each Cub had also 
made the name cards for their guests (although having several 
labelled "Granny" led to some confusion) 

 
· On arrival some of the Cubs chatted to guests whilst drinks 

were poured. The guests were than invited to take their seats. 
Once the food was ready the Cubs came in to escort their guest 
to the buffet and explain what was on offer, this was repeated 
for each course. 
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Volunteering Your Services 
A Chainsaw is not Compulsory 

 
Volunteers come in all shapes and sizes, 
some are excellent at planting trees, or can 
get a fire going, can drive a tractor, are good 
with electrical things, or can do carpentry 
jobs and then there are the professionals 
who bring tools from work. That’s me with a 
selection of personal protective clothing that 
would make any good outfitter envious, plus 

access to chainsaws and scientific surveying stuff. But the one thing all 
volunteers bring is enthusiasm and a willingness to take on the tasks.  
 
On the 21st and 22nd November, Abington had one of its working week-
ends. A dozen and more Explorers, Scout Networkers and other mem-
bers from across the County and myself went along to lend a hand.  
 

My day as a volunteer at Abington: 
Arrive for the morning briefing, held with cuppa’s all round, assess the 
job and work out what tools do I need. Kit up and do all my safety 
checks, fire up a pole saw and start lifting the crowns on the entry into 
one of the camping glades. Next clear some space around the fire site 
and pollard back a cherry tree, this led on to lifting another cuppa. Next 
it was fuel up and start lifting another crown this time on a coniferous 
tree. Before I knew it, lunch with the rest of the crew. 
 
After lunch it was search out the last few marked trees that needed tak-
ing down by chainsaw, but I was not alone in taking trees down as there 
was an Explorer using a bow saw taking down some stuff which I had 
left for him. And then I spotted big trouble in the form of a dangerous 
tree, so I set to work on getting it down safely before the light failed, 
which meant I had my work cut out.  
 
My day finished with another cuppa and a pleasant journey home, leav-
ing my fellow crew members to Tony Claydon’s culinary skills.   
 
Okay so not everyone has access to the same array of tools as me but 
we all can get involved and it is a great way to do your Community or 
Environmental Award. Plus if you are going for the whole weekend at 
Abington you can camp or use the indoor accommodation.   
  
David (Rusty) Robinson 
District Scout Leader, Medehamstede 
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Abington County Campsite  
 
A website for the site is now up and running at 
www.abingtoncampsite.org.uk It shows the latest 
booking procedure and current charges, along with 
other information about the site. There is also detail 
of the current bookings, which is only updated when 
a deposit is received by the Booking Secretary, 
Tony Claydon. Tony also maintains a paper copy of 
enquires. All enquires should be directed to the 
Booking Secretary when a booking form will be is-
sued.  
 
 

Over the last two or three years we have had to remove a fair number of 
trees due to age or wind damage. The Abington team would now like to 
replace some of them and put in some hedging along the river. We are 
looking for Sections or Scout Groups to help in this and plan to use the 
Trees for All scheme as the source for the trees. 
 
If your section would like to take part you can apply for your own free 
pack of trees by registering with Trees for All: 
http://www.treeforall.org.uk/JoinIn/AsAYouthGroup/    
 
Please let Tony Claydon know if you are successful in obtaining a pack 
and once there is sufficient interest we will arrange a Tree Planting 
event at Abington. Tree Planting is great fun, clearly benefits the envi-
ronment and the event will be good publicity for Abington and your sec-
tion.  
 
Finally, the Abington Management team would like to thank all of those 
who turned up for the weekend in November to help with maintenance.  
A lot was achieved and all that attended had a great time. A large num-
ber of dead trees were felled, rubbish was cleared and a good start was 
made to the second tier of the campfire circle. It was great to see all 
ages working together, including a number of Explorer Scouts.  
 
It takes a lot of volunteer effort to maintain the site and there are regular 
working days and weekends throughout the year. If you are interested in 
participating in the next event then email:  
servicecrew@abingtoncampsite.org.uk or visit the website. 
   
Tony Claydon 
Abington Booking Secretary 
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· The Cubs kept drinks topped up, offered seconds and cleared 

away. 
 
· The menu was melon with parma ham, rice salad, pasta salad, 

coleslaw, greek salad, chicken yakitori skewers, tandoori 
chicken with naan bread, mini burgers with rolls (and yes, even 
they were made!), noodle stir fry, BBQ chicken legs, meringue 
nest with strawberries and cream, soft and chewy chocolate 
chip cookies, tropical fruit salad and Nigella's Instant Chocolate 
Mousse - all rounded off with a cup of coffee and absolutely 
delicious!! 

 
· At the end of the evening everyone involved was congratulated 

on a great event, with the Cubs getting a special round of ap-
plause for all their hard work! 

 
This is how they earned their badge, over two Pack nights and with just 
a little bit of "homework": 
 

· Know the basic rules of safety and hygiene in the kitchen and 
the reasons for them; this was done as a discussion and work-
sheet (Week A) 

 
· Discuss with your Leader the advantages and disadvantages of 

different methods of preparing and cooking food; this was done 
as they discussed and chose the menu (Week A) 

 
· Discuss the importance of a balanced diet; done as discussion 

and games whilst they chose the menu (Week A) 
 
· Under adult supervision plan, cook, serve and clear away a two-

course meal for at least two people. Discuss their menu with the 
people you are cooking for. It should include preparing and 
cooking vegetables - the fun bit on the night! The invitations 
sent out to the guests were all made by the Cubs (Week B) 

 
· Make scones, small cakes, biscuits or tarts - this bit they did at 

home, for their families to enjoy 
 
Louise Clover 
Chairman, 1st Fenstanton & Hilton 
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Cub Challenge Day 2009   
 
A record number of more 
than 300 Cub Scouts (boys 
and girls aged nine and 
ten) from all over Cam-
bridgeshire descended on 
the Copley Scout Campsite 
and Holt Island Scout Cen-
tre, St Ives for the annual 
Challenge Day in October 
2009.  
 

Cubs tackled canoeing, a 
climbing wall, archery, first 
aid, orienteering, firelighting, 
cooking and tight rope walk-
ing during the weekend. For 
many of them it was the first 
time they had given adven-
turous activities like these a 
go. Great training for Moving 
On to Scouts 
 

 
Once again, Copley Scout 
Campsite and Holt Island, on 
the River Ouse at St Ives 
proved to be a fantastic loca-
tion for young people to experi-
ence the fun, excitement and 
adventure of Scouting.  
 
Thank you to Linda and Nigel 
Poulter for masterminding this 
popular event and to Cromwell 
District for providing the venue. 
 
This year Cub Challenge Days will be over the weekends of 2nd and 
3rd October 2010 in St Ives. Cub Leaders, please get the date in your 
diary now and remember to respond promptly when the booking infor-
mation is published as this is a popular event and always over-
subscribed.  
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Wood Badge Adult Training Award   

 
2009 has been a good year for Adult Training with 72 Wood Badges 
awarded. Here are the latest recipients:  
 
 

 
 
 

 

Anthony Husbands Group Scout Leader, 1st Over 

Brian Watson Group Scout Leader, Granta  

Bronwen Raynor Assistant Beaver Scout Leader 
Cromwell  

Chris Young Assistant Cub Scout Leader 
Hinchingbrooke  

Colin Burdfield Cub Scout Leader, Hinchingbrooke  

Dave Lilley Group Scout Leader, 2nd St Ives 

Donna Wright Cub Scout Leader, Medehamstede  

Elizabeth Griffiths Group Scout Leader, Medehamstede  

Heidi Latronico-Ferris District Cub Scout Leader, 
Medehamstede  

Jenny Bell Assistant Beaver Scout Leader, 32nd 
Cambridge 

Jeremy Cowles Assistant Scout Leader, Hinchingbrooke  

Jonathan Clark Assistant Cub Scout Leader, Granta  

Julie Matwijczuk Assistant Beaver Scout Leader 
Cromwell  

Lois Farrow Beaver Scout Leader, 14th Cambridge 

Louise Smith District Explorer Scout Leader, Ely  

Mark Gordon Group Scout Leader, Ely  

Michael Rolfe  Local Training Manager, Cambridgeshire  

Phillip Watson Assistant Cub Scout Leader, Cromwell  

Yan Hau Assistant District Commissioner (Cubs)
Hinchingbrooke 



����

�

Good Service Awards  
 

Congratulations to the following adult volunteers who were recently rec-
ognised with Good Service Awards  
 

Award for Merit 
 

 
Chief Scout's Commendation for Good Service   

Adam Parr Scout Leader 56th Peterborough 

Craig Claydon Cub Scout Scout Leader 11th/9th Cambridge 

David Robinson District Scout Leader, Medehamstede  

Graham Steed Cub Scout Leader, 12th Cambridge 

Judith Halliday District Commissioner, Fenland  

Joyce Thornburn Scout Fellowship Member, Medehamstede  

Michael Pickering Group Scout Leader, 56th Peterborough 

Richard Carpenter Group Scout Leader, 1st Eaton Socon 

Mark Claydon Scout Leader, 57th Cambridge (Fulbourn) 

Eileen Corrighan Scout Fellowship Member, Medehamstede  

Linda Crawford Cub Scout Leader, 1st Alconbury 

Yan Hau Assistant District Commissioner (Cub Scouts), 
Hinchingbrooke 

Aiden Joy Group Scout Leader, 1st Southoe & Buckden 

Kevin Loakes Group Chairman 1st Southoe & Buckden 

Robert Pain Cub Scout Leader, 50th Cambridge 

Emma Roberts Beaver Scout Leader, 18th Cambridge 

Ian Sly Group Section Assistant, 1st Alconbury 

Michael Sweeny Assistant Cub Scout Leader, 7th Peterborough 

Peter Wallwein Group Section Assistant, 1st Sawtry 
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The Inaugural County Scout Peak Challenge 

 
A  Band of Brothers from the 
56th Peterborough won by a 
landside the inaugural County 
Scout Peak Challenge held in 
the Peak District National Park.  
 
On a misty weekend in October 
five Troops took up the chal-
lenge to become the first win-
ners of this event which traces 
it’s roots back to March 1984. I 
can remember the first one wak-
ing up on the Saturday morning to find snow capped hills and brilliant 
sunshine outside my tent and dense thick mist and fog on the Sunday.  
 
Wow what a weekend, and my then work colleagues thought I was mad 
spending the weekend in the hills with my rucksack and my friends! To 
me it was one of those weekends you didn’t forget. 

New-Werri-Thorpe Gang Show 2010   
Saturday 10th April 2010  

 
Matinee and Evening Performances at 

The Cresset, Bretton Centre, Bretton, Peterborough. 
  

Come and see Gang Show 2010. 
Its great fun, we sing, dance, act and most of all we have fun!  

 
This years Show includes: 

'Queen'; 'Michael Jackson & Jackson 5' 
'Songs from the West End Shows' and lots more  

 
Tickets will be available on The Cresset website 

http://www.cresset.co.uk/  
 

For more information please contact  
 

Ken Doughty - 01733 253156, Jon or Debbie Dearden - 01733 571871  
 

www.peterboroughscouts.org.uk  
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(County Scout Peak 
Challenge continued) 
 
But back to the present, on 
the weekend of the 10th and 
11th of October five Troops 
from Yaxley, Bretton, Histon 
and two from Warboys took 
part in the Inaugural County 
Peak Challenge. The first 
day started early with break-
fasts before any of the teams 
entered into the competition 
zone.  
 
There was with a full kit check, before any of the teams headed out on 
their eight mile routes over the hills tackling eight different challenges. 
Once passed by the kit assessors they all  headed out taking on the 
following challenges; Balancing, a first aid incident which looked like a 
car crash, knots, compass work, grid references, team work, a riddle 
and abseiling. The Sunday saw a further day of challenges and more 
miles in the hills including evacuating a casualty, climbing, Kim’s game, 
initiative challenge, semaphore and finally making a hot drink.   
 
The winning team members from Bretton Troop were captained by 
Joshua Holroyd, and included Jack Hutchinson, brothers Marcus and 
Samuel Widdess, and Callum Hay, they were escorted by their GSL, 
Mike Pickering. 
 
 Marcus said his best bit was “eating Ice creams on the Roaches in the 
mist”, Jack said his best bit was “walking in the fog and mist as we had 
to concentrate on our navigation skills, it was so much different from 
when we do it at troop”  
 
Their escorting Leader, chief bottle washer and cook Mike said “the 
young people wanted to enter this event and I thought we might be in 
with a chance, but to win it was just the icing on the cake” 
 
The Bretton Five owe a great deal of thanks to their enthusiastic sec-
tional leadership team and their Group Scout Leader for giving up his 
weekend. They also wished to thank the organisers for putting on this 
event which they hope to come back and defend their title next year. 
 
David (Rusty) Robinson 
District Scout Leader, Medehamstede 
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Development 
 

Vetting and Barring Scheme   
 
Scouting has welcomed the news that Ed Balls, Children’s Secretary, 
has accepted the recommendations of Sir Roger Singleton, Chief Ad-
viser on the Safety of Children and Chair of the Independent Safeguard-
ing Authority (ISA). These recommendations address all of the key con-
cerns expressed by the Scout Association during direct engagement 
with Sir Roger Singleton and others.  
 
Full details of the new scheme have yet to be made public and it is not 
yet law, so for now it’s business as usual as far as Scout Association 
appointment procedures are concerned. However, it is good to know 
that the Government has listened to advice from the Scout Association.�
 

 
Changes to Personal Information   

 
A reminder that when an adult volunteer changes their address, post 
code, email or telephone number then the change can be made direct 
through the Member Login on www.scouts.org.uk. This will take you to 
the Membership Database where you can access your own records. 
You will need a Login ID and Password to do this.  
 
At the same time, if you make a change, please also inform your District 
Commissioner and Pete Edwards, County Directories Adviser, so that 
appropriate amendments are also made to the District and County ad-
dress and email lists. It is currently the case that these records are 
maintained separately from the HQ Membership Database, which is why 
you need to keep both Pete and your District administrator informed.  
 
Pete Edwards often receives requests to amend role titles in the County 
address and email directories. Remember, that only Appointment Sec-
retaries are authorised to make changes to a Scouting Role and this will 
be on the basis that the change is approved by the appropriate Appoint-
ments Advisory Committee. Pete cannot, therefore, act on these re-
quests and will refer you back to your Group Scout Leader or District 
Commissioner to follow the correct process.  
 
 
Jackie Daniels  
Deputy County Commissioner (Development)  
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Farewell and Thank You to Fellowship 
 
During the next few months the Scout Fellowships in the County will 
wind down and many members will move on to join the new Scout Ac-
tive Support section.  
 
I would like to pay a very sincere tribute to all members over the County 
who have worked very hard over many years to support Scouting par-
ticularly at District level in a wide range of ways.  
 
We have been very fortunate in Cambridgeshire to have some fantastic 
Fellowships. Many activities, events and  section meetings would simply 
not have happened without the support, skill and dedication of Scout 
Fellowship members.  
 
Whilst change can be disruptive this is both a time to say thank you for 
the past; and look forward to the future. I hope you will join the new 
Scout Active Support section, where you will be able to continue to of-
fer  your skills to the Movement but within a tighter structure that I be-
lieve will improve communications and involvement within Districts and 
County.  
 
Thank you to all Scout Fellowship members and  I hope to see you 
again soon Actively Supporting Scouting in Cambridgeshire in  2010.  

District Commissioner changes   
�
In Cambridge, Simon Gates has stepped down as District Commis-
sioner and Pam Butler, who has worked closely with Simon as his Dep-
uty has been appointed as the new District Commissioner.  
 
Jane Warren, District Commissioner for Hinchingbrooke only ever in-
tended to take the role for a limited period and is now standing down. I 
am currently conducting a search in Hinchingbrooke for her successor.  
 
I would like to record my thanks to Jane and Simon for their contribution 
to the development of Scouting in Hinchingbrooke and Cambridge.   
 
Pam Butler is known to many in Cambridge as a former Assistant Dis-
trict Commissioner for Cubs and member of the County Training team 
and we wish her well in her new appointment  
 
Richard Hames  
County Commissioner 
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BBC Tree O’Clock Campaign 
 
The BBC Breathing Spaces Campaign 
for this Autumn, Tree O’Clock was to 
plant a record number of trees across 
the UK. The previous World Record 
was 18,124 trees in one hour and the 
organisers were hoping to plant 
26,422. In Cambridgeshire, Scouts 
were seen planting under the watchful 
eyes of professional planters.  
 
Our very own Chris Ward swapped his usual office to join Explorer 
Scouts from the 14th Cambridge and Scouts from the 1st Brington on a 
bright sunny morning at Hinchingbrooke Country Park, where assisted 
by  instruction and guidance from the rangers he helped to plant 207 
trees in just 20 minutes.  
 
Chris said “I found it so very easy digging a hole and popping a tree in, 
mind you I am not sure what I planted.” He also added “Most of the forty 
five people at Hinchingbrooke were in some way connected to Scouting 
either as young members or family and friends” 
 
Ranger David (Rusty) Robinson, jokingly said “I only hope that Chris put 
the trees in roots down and leaves up, I am so used to speaking to him 
via email or on a Scout event so it was great to see him and all the 
young people out supporting this fabulous event.” 
 
David added “Himchimgbrooke is one of seven different sites across 
Huntingdonshire where Scouts and the public were invited to join in 
planting native deciduous tree saplings. There was also a good turn out 
from the 1st Hunts Hartford at Coneygear Community Park and a similar 
number of trees planted. Today we have planted baby oak and ash, 
plus slightly bigger field maple, cherry, plum. Each tree will be guarded 
against rabbits and deer which like to eat fresh new shoots”  
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(Tree O’clock continued)  
The new woodland planted at 
Hinchingbrooke is all part of the impor-
tant habitat management that the park 
staff carry out on a day to day basis.  
 
If your group was not involved in the 
great BBC Tree O’clock project but 
wish to do something similar with your Scouts in the future then contact 
the rangers at Hinchingbrooke Country Park to find out how you can 
participate. Alternatively, if Huntingdon is too far to travel get in touch 
with your local nature reserve 
 
David (Rusty) Robinson 
District Scout :Leader, Medehamstede 

Grand National Archery Scheme (GNAS) 
Archery Leader Award 

 
Ed Sibson, Chief Instructor at Grafham Water and Assistant District 
Commissioner Activities for Hinchingbrooke District, has funding from 
Archery GB to support introducing young people to archery in Cam-
bridgeshire and is able to subsidise a GNAS Archery Leader course. 
 
The course will run over two weekends at Grafham Water Centre. Dates 
are 20th and 21st February and 27th and 28th February. The times 
each day will be 9am for 9.30am start and 5pm finish. Accommodation, 
dinner and breakfast can be provided at £25 per person per night. 
 
There are twelve spaces available at £225 per head but the subsidy 
reduces this to £125 per head!  
 
On completion of the course and a successful assessment on the last 
day leaders will be able to run archery sessions for Scouts. No permit is 
required if they have this certificate. 
 
Contact Ed on 01480 810521 
or email: Edward.Sibson@cambridgeshire.gov.uk��
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Scout Fellowship 
 
 
There was an excellent attendance at 
the last County meeting for Scout Fel-
lowship, where every district in the county who have Fellowship, was 
represented. 
 
The main issue of the evening was the changeover from Fellowship to 
Scout Active Support, which took up quite a considerable amount of 
time, with each district wanting to have their say and input into the 
changeover.  
 
There was some concern about the change and they felt their views had 
not been realistically taken on board, but it was agreed that the change 
was inevitable and that everybody in Fellowship throughout the country 
must endeavour to make sure there is a smooth and orderly change-
over. 
 
The County Commissioner has said that we should not rush into the 
changeover too quickly and at the same time try and get in place the 
new system before each Fellowship’s Annual General Meeting so that 
there is a smooth changeover. 
 
The Scout Active Support Essentials is now available online. 
 
Fellowship have all been working extremely hard throughout the County 
in supporting the young people at all levels and still have a varied social 
programme. 
 
With the new Scout Active Support coming on 
stream during 2010, we must be extremely 
positive in our attitude and not let the old 
ways cloud our vision and make sure that in 
the future we give support to all sections of 
the movement to the best of our ability. 
 
 
John Chambers 
Assistant County Commissioner (Fellowship) 
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County Youth Representative  

Karen Thorpe 
�
�
Karen Thorpe is one of three Youth 
Representatives on the County 
Executive Committee. Along with 
Neil Webb and Tom Boughton, her 
role is to ensure that the young 
people of Cambridgeshire Scouting 
have a say in the way their organi-
sation is managed and develops.  
 
 

 
The Noticeboard team caught up with Karen to talk to her about Scout-
ing:  
 
"I first volunteered in 1999 to help Joanne Christopher (Joanne Lumley 
at the time) with the Peterborough Gang Show to obtain a part of my 
Trident Gold Certificate at School based on my Work Experience.  
 
It's nearly ten years now and for six years as an Assistant Scout Leader. 
So far, through my involvement in Scouting I have completed all my As-
sistant Scout Leader Training Courses, a Media Development Manage-
ment Course, Archery Leaders course and an Appointments Advisory 
Committee members course. As well as being a member of the County 
Executive, I sit on the Nene District Executive, our 3rd Nene Scout 
Group Executive and the Appointments Advisory Committee. I also help 
with both Peterborough Gang Show and New-Werri-Thorpe Gang 
Show. You might say that I have thrown myself in feet first, but I really 
love the opportunities that Scouting offers.  
 
I would like to think I have a good idea of what young people want from 
Scouting and I am happy to share my thoughts and opinions with other 
members of the County team at the County Executive Committee meet-
ings. I can also help and support County events across the sections 
from 6 to 25 years. 
 
I really do think that Scouting offers great opportunities, not just for 
young people but also for us adult volunteers. There are simply loads of 
different experiences and adventures that you just don't get in your nor-
mal day-to-day life." 
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� CamJam 2011 
 
With just over 18 months to go, 
planning is going very well and the 
team are working hard to provide a week long activity led International 
Camp for up to 1,700 young people at Huntingdon Racecourse.  Book-
ing forms, Staff Application forms together with more information will be 
available from January 2010.  Keep an eye on the CamJam website for 
regular updates: http://www.camjam2011.org.uk/ 
 
As with any camp the support from adults is essential to ensure it’s 
smooth running and there will be plenty of areas where we will be look-
ing for volunteers to help either in the pre camp build up, during the 
week (or part of) and for a few days post camp.  We are able to offer 
staff catering at a reasonable cost and have addressed the problems 
experienced in 2006 by appointing our own catering team, whilst still 
using the Racecourse facilities. 
 
For more information please visit the website or email the administration 
team: adminoffice@camjam2011.org.uk  
Note that a dedicated phone line will be available early 2010. 

 

Overview of CamJam 2011 
Venue: Huntingdon Racecourse 
Dates: Saturday 30th July to Saturday 6 August 
Participant age: 14 to 18 (Scout, Guides and Explorer Scouts) 
Staff: Over 18 
Camp Fee: Participant - £125.  Leaders - £50 
The camp fee includes the camp badge, handbook, sub camp scarf and 
badge together with activities/outings for the young people and outings 
for adults. The fee excludes the cost of food, travel and camping equip-
ment 
 
Phil Garrett 
Chairman, CamJam 2011 
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22nd World Jamboree 

Sweden 2011 
 
We have had a fantastic response to 
our offer for young people to attend the 
22nd World Jamboree in Sweden during 
the summer of 2011.  Cambridgeshire 
has been allocated 27 places together 
with three leader places to form a Unit 
with nine Guides and one Guide leader 

also from Cambridgeshire. 
 
All 27 places are taken and there is currently a waiting list.  We have 
requested more places; however whether or not they are granted will 
depend on the uptake from other Counties across the UK. 
 
Marc Wiseman, an Explorer Scout Leader from Crafts Hill District has 
been appointed Unit Leader 
along with Mathew Balkham 
(Nene) and Marcus Coulson 
(Fenland) as assistant leaders. 
They are currently planning the 
initial Unit meeting on 30th 
January 2010 for participants 
and their parents to learn more 
about the Jamboree, a UK ‘Pre 
Event’ and Home Hospitality. 
 
I am sure you will hear more from Marc, Matt and Marcus over the forth-
coming months in what will be a ‘life changing experience’ for all in-
volved. 
 
Phil Garrett 
Jamboree Co-ordinator 
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Inter-net 
A new event for Scout Network  

�
Inter-net is an awesome event taking place from 23rd  to 30th July 2011 
at Newbury Showground in Berkshire.  
 
It is being organised by a team of Hampshire based Scout Leaders and 
Network members, to celebrate and bring together Scout Networks from 
around the UK and abroad in a week-long camping event. To make it 
unique and a week to remember, the organisers want to try and break 
as many world records as possible.  Imagine breaking the record for the 
number of people dressed as 'Where's Wally'!!  
 
 Inter-net will be officially launched on the weekend of 20th to 21st 
March 2010 at Newbury Showground and all Explorers and Network 
members who will be between 18 and 25 during the week of the main 
event are invited to participate. This National Launch Party will provide a 
glimpse of the exciting line up of activities, record breaking attempts and 
entertainment and all for only £10! It will also give you the opportunity to 
register for the Big One in 2011.  
 
For more information about Inter-net and to register for the National 
Launch Party visit www.inter-net.org.uk  
 
 
 

How can you get involved with your local Network?   
 
The website (www.cambridgeshirescoutnetwork.co.uk) has all the de-
tails of the active and proposed units.  
 
Failing that martin@cambridgeshirescoutnetwork.co.uk will always get 
you a response in a couple of days. 
 
If there is no Network in your District then contact me and I will put you 
in touch with your most local active unit, which may be outside of Cam-
bridgeshire. If there are a couple of people interested I can even put you 
in touch with each other (assuming you’ve said your happy to do this!) 
and support you in setting up a Unit for your area. 
 
Martin Whelan 
County Scout Network Commissioner�
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County Scout Network Commissioner 
Martin Whelan 

 
Scout Network continues to grow in 
Cambridgeshire, with a 100% in-
crease in registered members in the 

last year. At the moment it looks like the 2010 Census will be a record! 
 
The focus for 2010 will continue to be on developing the section and 
providing Network opportunities across the County, and expanding be-
yond the current units. The team is working closely with Explorer Scout 
Leaders, District Commissioners and other key individuals to ensure 
that no opportunities are missed in the county and that we plan for de-
velopment of Network. 
 
Since September, a new unit has opened in Cambridge and in the New 
Year there are plans for others across the County. The number of en-
quiries about joining Network is also really positive. I am also keen to 
work beyond the section and provide training to Districts, Groups, Ex-
ecutives and other interested groups. If you would like some training or 
a briefing on Network please give me a shout.  
 
The key objectives for 2010 are as follows: 
 
· Growing the Network : Every year at census time the county has 

reported between 15 and 27 Scout Network members, gradually 
over time I am hoping to reach 50 and then 100 plus 

· Network presence or options in each of the ten Dist ricts:  At the 
moment, in reality, there are only options for about 50% of the Dis-
tricts. This may not necessarily mean a Network Unit in every Dis-
trict; instead it could be a shared or virtual provision. 

· Increased positive awareness of the Scout Network s ection: 
Most if not all Cubs know that Scouts is the next Section but do all 
Explorers to know that Network is an option for them? 

· Providing opportunities to Network members:  Ensuring that 18 
to 25s are aware of all the options in Scouting and maximising 
where appropriate the numbers willing to work with young people on 
a regular or ad hoc basis. 

· Encouraging achievement in the Network section:  Ensuring that 
the achievement of all members formally and informally is fully rec-
ognised. I am currently undertaking an audit of all members award 
training so that we can offer more tailored support in future.   
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Scouts brave the ice for 
Gilwell Winter Camp 2010    
 
The ice and snow has not put off everyone 
from venturing outdoors. Around 2,500 
Scouts and leaders braved the sub-zero tem-
peratures at winter camp at the Scout move-
ment's national campsite in Essex.  
 
They hammered their tent pegs into the fro-
zen ground at Gilwell Park near Chingford 
and slept under canvas.  
 
 

During the weekend Scouts from Cambridge, Bottisham, St Ives, Som-
ersham and Whittlesey were amongst those keeping warm with activi-
ties ranging from trampolining to rope climbing; and there was also time 
for the traditional camp fire sing-song.  
 
Extensive news coverage of the event saw the young people passing on 
the message that Winter Camp is worth persevering no matter how 
tough the conditions.  
 
Chief Scout Bear Grylls said: "Every young person deserves an adven-
ture. "It was great to see so many young people getting stuck into ad-
venturous activities like climbing, abseiling, quad biking and having a go 
on the high ropes, all in the coldest month of the year."  
 
Whist the camp boasted modern 
features such as simulated snow-
boarding, the traditional scouts' 
motto "Be Prepared" was still ob-
served. One young scout came to 
the rescue of a BBC reporter when 
the freezing temperatures drained 
the batteries of his recording 
equipment, providing replace-
ments from his kit bag.  
 
Geoff Oliver, Scout Leader at the 28th Cambridge said “Everyone was 
in such high spirits and walking around the campsite there were so 
many smiling faces. For the leader team it was a real challenge getting 
there and defrosting everything on return. We’re glad we did though 
‘cause it was really worth it. Here’s to next year!” 
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Gambia 2009/10  
Project Bush School  
 
This winter a group of Ex-
plorer Scouts, Scout Network 
members and leaders from 
Cambridgeshire joined others 
from various parts of the 
country to spend four weeks 
over Christmas in Jiroff, a 
village near Soma in the 
Gambia. 
 
They worked alongside local Scouts to refurbish a derelict building, 
which was previously a school built some 20 years ago by Venture 
Scouts. Although new school buildings are now on the site there is an 
urgent need for accommodation to encourage teachers from the capital 
to work in this remote area. 
 
The team flew out on 8th December 2009, returning in early January 
2010. Despite camping, cooking on open fires and having very limited 
facilities they did not forget Christmas! 
 
Early September they sent a container out to the Gambia with tools, 
building materials, non-perishable foods and many other items all do-
nated to the expedition.  Each expedition member raised £1,500, not 
only to cover the cost of flights, tents, food and insurance, but also to 
pay for items purchased locally and employing additional skilled labour 
to complete the project, thus helping to support the local economy.  
 
The Gambia is one of the smallest and poorest countries in Africa and 
has a population of approximately 1.3 million.  The country has no min-
eral wealth and relies on its cash crop of groundnuts, tourism and aid for 
its income.   
 
The average family survives on less that £150 a year, a bag of rice last-
ing a family two weeks costs £10 and unemployment is high.  Despite 
life’s hardships, the Gambians are a friendly, vibrant people and great 
fun to be with.  
 
Watch this space for more news when the team returns.  
 
Jane Warren  
CaSE Deputy Expedition Leader  
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YOPEY Award for Meridian Expedition Team   
 
Very many congratula-
tions to the Explorer 
Scouts from the Merid-
ian Expedition Team for 
winning an award at the 
finals of Cambridgeshire 
Young People of the 
Year (YOPEY). It is 
good to see that the 
work of the expedition to 
Ghana in 2008 and the 
team of Explorers is 
rightly being recognised 
in the wider community.  
 
The Cambridgeshire Explorer Scouts raised £125,000 to build a com-
munity centre in Africa. The 14 young people from Cambridge, Hunting-
don and Ely were nominated for YOPEY by one of their number, 16 
year old Explorer Scout Elliot Pain, who said: “The community centre 
allows local people to run learning days about various problems faced 
out there, such as protection from malaria and family planning, as well 
as providing a base for weekly scout activities.”  
 
At first Cromwell Explorer, Aimee Barkway, thought she would never 
raise the £2,500 required from each expedition member for the trip but “I 
did babysitting, walked my neighbour’s dogs, sold Santa hats, ran sweet 
stalls at scout camps, got a job washing-up at the local pub, asked for 
sponsorship from local businesses and helped out on group fundraisers, 
such as bag packing and summer fairs.”  
 
The group also donated computers to local schools, which had virtually 
no equipment. Maria Kaye, from Cambridge, said: “The computers had 
been packed in bubble wrap, and it was hilarious to watch the children 
first trying to make skirts out of it, and then slowly realising it’s much 
more fun if you jump up and down on it or squeeze it between your 
hands.”  
 
Towards the end of the project the Explorer Scouts had to work long 
into the night to finish the building. But they were rewarded with a visit 
from the ‘Paramount Chief’, the local leader, who cut the ribbon and 
blessed the building.  


